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I want to know Christ
and experience the mighty power
that raised him from the dead.
—Philippians 3:10
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INTRODUCTION

=
EXPERIENCE THE SON-POWERED LIFE!

I love to watch the clouds in the sky during the day and in the brightness of the moon at
night. Watching those clouds move is an illustration to me of how God is always on the
move. He is continually working to change our circumstances and is always available to
intervene in the affairs of mankind. Sometimes the clouds appear to be still, but if I watch
long enough I see their changing shapes, I notice them moving ever so slightly and silently.
I would not even be aware of that movement if I was not focused intently on them. God
is like this so much of the time. He is on the move in our circumstances. The landscape of
our lives is constantly changing and God is there, directing and guiding, even when we are
unaware. The book of Psalms says it well, “Your road led through the sea, your pathway
through the mighty waters—a pathway no one knew was there!” (Psalm 77:19).

When I coined the word KingdomNomics I was at the beginning of my own journey
to articulate what I believe it means to set your sights on eternal significance. It is one thing
to accomplish a great deal in this life. However, in all truthfulness, using the words of King
Solomon, “It is all meaningless—like chasing the wind” (Ecclesiastes 1:14). We may accom-
plish great things in this world, but ultimately it is all perishable. After “chasing after the
wind” in my own life, I discovered, as so many other people have, that something was miss-
ing in my life. There had to be more to life than just living for the moment. It wasn’t until I
committed my life to Jesus Christ that I began to sense a greater purpose. In the early days
of my life as a Jesus-follower, as I grew in my understanding of what it means to have a new
life in Christ, I also learned that God wants us to think differently, to embrace his plan for
our lives. He wants us to use everything he has blessed us with to further his kingdom, here
on earth and for all eternity. Since that time, God has been moving in my life, sometimes in
ways that I can see, sometimes almost imperceptibly.

And so, my first book, KingdomNomics was written out of a desire to share how each
one of us can achieve significance that will echo into eternity by using all of the resources at
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our disposal. Making a difference that will last for all of eternity requires wise stewardship
and intentional decisions regarding our time, talent, and treasure (the three Ts). Our lives
are but a “loaf of time.” Each day shortens our individual loaf by one “slice” Since the actual
length of life is uncertain and no one knows how large their loaf is, it is important that we
maximize our lives with eternity in mind, making the most of every day that we are given
by being wise stewards of those three Ts. Ecclesiastes 12:4 tells us, “Remember him [God]
before the door to life’s opportunities is closed and the sound of work fades.” The opportuni-
ties before us will eventually end, we must take full advantage of them while they are before
us.

In the second KingdomNomics book, Converterlator, 1 identified various ways we
can transform each day’s opportunities into eternal treasure. Each one of us has choices to
make regarding our resources, and what we choose to do is determined by how much of
God’s Word we have working in our lives. When we choose to become a Converterlator, we
become an agent of change, an agent who invests the temporary items of this world, includ-
ing our time, talent, and treasure, in the imperishable values and goals of the kingdom of
God. This investment affects our lives now and creates a lasting impact that stretches into
eternity.

A Converterlator, through the revelation and transforming power of God’s Word, re-
alizes that everything we can see and touch in this world is in the process of perishing. The
Converterlator works diligently for the goals and purposes important to God. Here again,
time is important. We live in a time bubble that can pop at any moment, moving us into
eternity, a place with a totally different paradigm and totally different priorities.

Son Power is all about God generating the power for your impact on eternity. All be-
lievers have Son Power available to them. This power is found in the work of the Holy Spirit
because of the Son’s incredible sacrifice. As Christ takes up residence in a believer’s life, he
becomes a conduit for the empowering of the Holy Spirit. This power flows freely when you
live a life that is in harmony with his revealed will. And because the Son’s power is eternal,
it is this power that we vitally need to accomplish all that God has for us. We must avoid
the mistake of trusting in our own limited power to accomplish God’s purposes and instead
trust in the eternal power of the Holy Spirit.

When we allow Son Power to work in and through us, our lives, desires, and ac-
complishments will be transformed. Son Power is all about how God, through his power
working in you, is generating an impact for eternity. As we experience Son Power, we go
beyond a head knowledge of God and actually experience his Word personally operating
in our lives through the work of the Holy Spirit. God wants each one of us to be a “doer” of
the Word, not simply a “hearer” of the Word (see James 1:22). He desires that each one of us

bear fruit for eternity as we serve him in the newness of the Holy Spirit.
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One of my favorite verses is 2 Peter 1:19, “You must pay close attention to what they
[the prophets] wrote, for their words are like a lamp shining in a dark place—until the Day
dawns, and Christ the Morning Star [Jesus] shines in your hearts.” I believe that God’s goal is
for each one of us to have “Christ, the Morning Star” rise up in our hearts in a manner that
progressively overcomes the self-willed life. Only Christ can overcome the grip that sin has
on us. Only Christ can empower us to make a difference for eternity.

Philippians 2:13 says, “For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the
power to do what pleases him.” Experiencing God’s power will put you on the pathway to
achieving a life that is hidden in Christ (see Colossians 3:3), a life that leads to not only a full
and abundant life now, but also accomplishes an echo into eternity. The Son-powered life
enables us to not only experience the very nature of God now, accomplishing all that he de-
sires for us here on earth, but also empowers us to look forward confidently to the rewards

that we will experience in heaven.
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1

S
RISING TO SON POWER

Lord ... may those who love you rise like the sun in all its power!
—Judges 5:31

icture in your mind for a moment a sunrise. Sunrays bursting forth, beautiful color,
Pincredible potential, hope for a new day. The sun, the source of unbelievable and, for all
practical purposes, virtually unlimited power. The sun, the focus of our existence as the
earth revolves around it. Without the sun, life as we know it would be non-existent. The sun
is the source of light and power for our entire planetary system.

Without the sun, we would be in complete darkness. Night and day are determined by
the sunrise and sunset. The sun gives us illumination that scatters the darkness so we can see
and observe by the natural eye the things that are hidden without its light. How confining
life would be without its light.

The rays of the sun provide warmth, light, and power. Without the sun, we would
have no plant life or food to sustain us. Stanford University research professor Philip Scher-
rer once said, “To the best of our knowledge our sun is the only star proven to grow vege-
tables.” Without the sun, life on earth would not exist. And yet, following the sun rays, the
delicate sunflower lifts its head gently and moves with the sun throughout the day.

Through scientific discovery we have learned that the activity on the surface of the
sun impacts the earth. Solar storms and solar flares on the surface of the sun can actually
cause electrical blackouts and make communications systems inoperable on the earth.

In recent years, technology has developed to capture the power of the sun. With this
power, we are now able to generate energy for millions of homes and businesses.

When a mirror is placed in the right relationship to the sun, it can reflect blinding
light for many miles even though it does not have the power to produce light on its own.
Batteries of panels, also positioned in the right relationship to the sun, receive the sunlight

and then transform it into massive generating power for heating, cooling, lighting homes,
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and powering industry.

We have come to understand that physical laws govern the relationship of the earth
to the sun and the outcomes of that relationship. Human activity in harmony with these
physical laws results in huge benefits for mankind. However, when we ignore, disregard, or
abuse those physical laws, the results can be devastating.

As children, many of us learn facts about the sun and how it influences the earth. We
also learn how the sun impacts us individually. While we enjoy the warmth of the sun’s rays,
we also know that our skin can be burned and we can experience long-term consequences
such as skin cancer when we are not careful. A proper understanding of the sun and how to

interact with it is critical.

JESUS CHRIST, GOD'S SON

A little more than two thousand years ago, God’s Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, appeared in
this world and “broke the power of death and illuminated the way to life and immortality”
(2 Timothy 1:10). This was a big deal. In fact, it is the most

Jesus is the source of our ~ important event in history.
relationship with God. Jesus, the Son of God, entered our world, bringing light

and life and hope. The Son illumines for us the only way to

God, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through
me” (John 14:6). Without Jesus in our lives, we live in darkness, spiritual darkness.

Jesus came to bring us a new way of life. This new life includes his power working
in and through us. We don’t need good deeds or self-sacrifice in order to make ourselves
acceptable to God. Only Jesus can do that. It is because of his sacrifice on the cross that not

only are we justified before God, we also have the gift of eternal life.

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life”
—]John 6:47, NKJV

Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have God’s Son does not have
life.
—1 John 5:12

Just as the sun is the source of life for the earth, we find that Jesus is the source of our
relationship with God. Jesus’ payment for our sin debt provides the way for us to come to
the Father. Jesus is the only source of eternal life. Just as the earth cannot recreate what the
sun provides, we cannot recreate for ourselves salvation, eternal life, or the power we need

to live our lives for God’s purposes. We need Jesus’ power in order to live in harmony with
16



God’s will for our lives. Only Jesus’ divine power and precious promises enable us to tap into
the supernatural power God offers us.

Asbelievers, ourlife is to revolve around the Son. The apostle Paul wrote, “He [Jesus] died
for everyone so that those who receive his new life will no longer live for themselves. Instead,
they will live for Christ, who died and was raised for them” (2 Corinthians 5:15). Jesus Christ is
to be the center of our life, he is the source of our power which is enabled within us through the
work of the Holy Spirit. As we grow in our relationship with God and as Jesus becomes more and
more central to our lives, he causes us to bring everything into conformance with God’s will and
purposes. As we rotate our lives around the Son, we become more sensitive to his authority over
us. As we live in a proper relationship to God through Jesus Christ, we submit to his life-giving

power. Jesus, the Son, illuminates to us the way of life both for this world and the world to come.

“I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly”
—John10:10, NKJV

“Don’t be so concerned about perishable things like food. Spend your energy seek-
ing the eternal life that the Son of Man can give you.”
—]John 6:27

SON POWER

The sun provides a broad range of energy, including all the energy that is vital for life on
earth. In order for the earth to receive its many benefits from the sun, scientific research has
discovered that the relationship between the earth and the sun is critical. Not only is the
earth positioned in just the right place to receive all the benefits of the sun without being
destroyed by it, its precise position allows for correct gravitational pull between the two
entities. The earth receives essential power because of its precise proximity to the sun.

Believers who have their hearts properly positioned in relationship to God are re-

newed and empowered daily by the Son. As we study God’s
Word, we learn to trust Christ as he lives his life in us and Believers who have their
hearts properly positioned
in relationship to God are
renewed and empowered
wrote to the Colossians in the New Testament, “Christ lives daily by the Son.

through us by his Holy Spirit. Jesus, God’s Son, beams God’s

power to us just as the sun beams its power to the earth. Paul

in you. This gives you assurance of sharing his glory” (Colos-
sians 1:27).

We are talking about real power here—God’s power given to us by his Son and
through the Holy Spirit!
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The message of the cross is foolish to those who are headed for destruction! But
we who are being saved know it is the very power of God.
—1 Corinthians 1:18

But to those called by God to salvation ... Christ is the power of God and the
wisdom of God.
—1 Corinthians 1:24

For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God at
work, saving everyone who believes.

—Romans 1:16

My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ
lives in me. So I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave himself for me.

—Galatians 2:20

The power of the Son is accessible to us through the work of the Holy Spirit. This
begins when we trust in Jesus as our Savior. In the book of Acts we read these words, “Each
of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (2:38,
emphasis added). It is the Holy Spirit who enlightens us, empowers us, convicts us when we

need correction, and transforms us into the likeness of Christ.

For we know how dearly God loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit
to fill our hearts with his love.

—Romans 5:5

Just as the earth revolves around the sun, absorbing light and life, we receive light and
spiritual life through the Son. This is true Son Power; the saving work of Jesus Christ, God’s
Son, working in and through us.

We need to learn from the sunflower. It lifts its head gently toward the sun and fol-
lows it throughout the day. We will find our greatest joy and purpose and strength when we

focus on the Son and follow him throughout our day.
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SON POWER AT WORK

At the end of each chapter, you’'ll find three questions to help you apply what you have just

read as you consider how you can experience more Son Power in your life.

1. What was the most important concept you read about in this chapter?
2. Is there anything you need to do right now because of what you read in this
chapter?

3. How can you begin to incorporate the idea of Son Power into your life?

Talk to God
A key principle in KingdomNomics is “Soak, Sow, Flow.” Soak your mind and heart in the
Word of God, sow the Word of God back to him, and let the Holy Spirit flow through you.
Sowing the Word of God involves memorizing Scripture and reciting it. One of my favorite
verses is Psalm 45:1, “My heart is stirred by a noble theme as I recite my verses for the king”
(NIV). Sowing the Word of God involves reciting that Word back to him in prayer. I often
choose a Scripture verse or passage and use the words verbatim or the ideas presented as I
talk to God. I often find other Scripture phrases becoming a part of my prayer as well. Even
though I don’t usually reference the phrases I use, they simply “flow” out of me, you’ll find
the references in small print just for your information.

Under this section of “Talk to God,” after every chapter I will include one of my
prayers that I've written down as God has been teaching me about Son Power. You can
either read the prayer as your own or use it to inspire you to pray your own variation of it. I
truly believe that this allows me to pray in conformance with God’s will as I use his Word to

praise and bring requests to him.

Scripture Meditation
“Then Christ will make his home in your hearts
as you trust in him.
Your roots will grow down into God’s love
and keep you strong”
(Ephesians 3:17)
Prayer
Father, I have the greatest respect for you and your Word. I am totally

trusting in you. I want to make sure that my heart is positioned in a right rela-
tionship to you. I know that your eyes are scanning the entire earth, looking to

find those whose hearts are fixed on you (2 Chronicles 16:9). I choose to soak
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my heart in your truth, desiring the roots of my innermost being to grow deep-
ly into the soil of your truth. May you make yourself known and strengthen
me with your living presence. You are the dynamic God, always on the move,

always transforming all of creation to approve your magnificent will (Romans

12:2).

I am calling on you because you promise to answer me and to reveal to me
the things that I do not know (Jeremiah 33:3). In accordance with your Word,
I have the expectation that the Son will rise in my heart with healing on his
wings (Malachi 4:2), first to heal the imperfections in my heart, and then to
help heal what is broken in this world.

Listen, O Lord, and act. Come and make your home in my heart. Rise in
the strength of the Holy Spirit to change me and the world around me. Only
then can I be free of the hindrances of this world to serve you in a way that

will bear fruit for all of eternity. Amen.

Memorize and Meditate
Spiritual “M and Ms” were introduced in the very first KingdomNomics book
and in Converterlator. They were used throughout the books to serve as powerful
reminders. M and Ms are specific verses that we want to memorize and meditate on.
You can choose any verse from this chapter as your own Spiritual M and M, but at
the end of each chapter, I'll make a recommendation of a verse or verses to help you
remember the key point of what you've just read. For this chapter, 'm suggesting the

key verse that appeared on the first page of this chapter:
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=

PREREQUISITES FOR EXPERIENCING
SON POWER

Wake up, sleeper ... and Christ will shine on you.
—Ephesians 5:14 (NIV)

Everyone experiences sun power on a daily basis, but not everyone experiences Son Power.
God’s Word reveals to us that certain steps are necessary in order to experience the full
power of Jesus Christ. Failure to understand these steps and properly apply them will short

circuit the Son Power working in our lives. Jesus brings us a new life and a new light!

STEP #1: EXPERIENCING SPIRITURL BIRTH

All things related to our relationship with God begin with spiritual birth. Jesus tells
us that one must be “born again” to see the kingdom of God. Each and every person who
wishes to see and experience the kingdom of God must experience the spiritual birth he

mentioned to Nicodemus.

“I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see the Kingdom
of God”

“What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can an old man go
back into his mother’s womb and be born again?”

Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom of God
without being born of water and the Spirit.”

—John 3:3-5, see full story in vv. 1-18

Those who believe and trust in Jesus Christ, God’s Son, experience spiritual birth.

Have you taken this important first step? Have you accepted Jesus Christ as your personal
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Savior and asked him to be the Lord of your life? If so, you are a part of the family of God!
If not, take time right now to turn to appendix A, “Begin Your Relationship with God.”
John tells us that Jesus came into the world not to condemn it but to save it (see John 3:17).

Failure to believe and trust in Christ alone for salvation

If we want to be reflecting
the Son and his power in
our daily lives, we must

results in judgment for “not believing in God’s one and only

Son” (John 3:18). Jesus said, “I say to you, he who hears My

have a right relationship word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life,
with the power source, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death
Jesus Christ. into life” (John 5:24, NKJV).

This important first step enables us to have the re-
lationship with God that he desires to have with each one of his children. This step allows
Jesus to give us access to the Son-powered life.

It is impossible for a lamp to produce light on its own without having a proper rela-
tionship with a source of power. Likewise, a mirror gives light only when it receives light
from another source. In both of these examples, a right relationship with a power source is
non-negotiable. If we want to be reflecting the Son and his power in our daily lives, we must
have a right relationship with the power source, Jesus Christ. That right relationship is only
achieved by becoming a member of God’s family by receiving and trusting in Jesus Christ as
one’s personal Lord and Savior. This is called salvation, saved from one life and given anoth-
er with an alternate power source.

It is critical that we have a proper understanding of what our salvation in the person
of Jesus Christ really accomplishes. God, the Father, has “qualified you to share in the in-
heritance of the saints in light. He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and trans-
ferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness
of sins” (Colossians 1:12-14, ESV).

Our eternal salvation is a done deal. The Father has qualified us to share in the inher-
itance of the saints. He has delivered us from the domain of darkness. He has transferred
us to the kingdom of his Son in whom we have the forgiveness of sin. These are all works
of God, accomplished without our help. I find it interesting to note that each one of these
verbs is in the past tense. I believe this indicates that because of those actions, we experience
a paradigm shift. Yes, we are still in this world, but we are now living with a new identity.
We are under a difterent law, the law of faith which gives us the law of life in the Spirit of
Christ Jesus.

Furthermore, Paul tells us that we are sealed by the Holy Spirit of God.

In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
24



salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit
of promise.
—Ephesians 1:13, NKJV

We are secure in a new relationship with the King of Kings. Christ himself purged our
sins. It is a finished work that he has done on our behalf. We are convinced of this when we

read these words in the book of Hebrews:

The Son radiates God’s own glory and expresses the very character of God, and
he sustains everything by the mighty power of his command. When he had
cleansed us from our sins, he sat down in the place of honor at the right hand of
the majestic God in heaven.

—Hebrews 1:3

The Father and Jesus took care of our sin problem. We trust in Jesus alone for our
salvation. He daily saves us from the foolishness of trusting in ourselves. In truth, we are
“signed, sealed, and delivered” for shipment to the kingdom of God. In the same way that
we trust in Jesus Christ’s power on the cross for our salvation, we must trust him for power

through the Holy Spirit to live each day in the life he has designed for us.

STEP #2: DEPENDING ON THE HOLY SPIRIT

When we accept the life God has for us through a relationship with Jesus Christ, every-

thing changes. The Holy Spirit begins to work in us to transform our lives. Without this

work, there is no capacity for living a Son-powered life. The
When we use our spiritual

eyes, we can see the finger-
prints of God all around us.

Holy Spirit is the game changer. He is the great enabler. It
is he who generates in us the power to live the life God has

planned for us. A relationship with Jesus is just the begin-

ning, each one of us needs to be empowered by the Holy
Spirit as well.

When Jesus was on earth he told his disciples he needed to physically leave them in
order for them to receive the Holy Spirit who would help them and teach them. John record-

ed this for us:

“But when the Father sends the Advocate as my representative—that is, the Holy
Spirit—he will teach you everything and will remind you of everything I have
told you.”

—John 14:26
25



The Holy Spirit comes to live in the heart of every believer, “And because we are his
children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, prompting us to call out, ‘Abba,
Father” (Galatians 4:6). We are made alive by the Holy Spirit, and with him working in our
lives we have a God-given desire to have a living relationship with the Father.

The Holy Spirit shows us that trusting in self-effort is a dead end. I like to think of
self-effort as a dependence on my “three amigos.” The amigos are “Me, Myself and 1.” We
need to say goodbye to those friends and trust completely in Christ to live his life in us on a
daily basis. Our human nature is totally rooted in self-effort and the fixation of our culture
is on self-accomplishment. “Look at me, look at all I've done!”

A relationship with Jesus changes all of that. We realize that God has a plan for our
lives and he will give us the strength to accomplish his purposes. The Holy Spirit is at work
in and through us. It is his job to reveal things to us as we grow in our relationship with
God. We rely on his strength. When that happens, the lights turn on, the engines rev up,
the Son rises with power in our heart, and we begin to experience a life that is transformed.
When we use our spiritual eyes, we can see the fingerprints of God all around us.

How does this happen? We have been identified with Christ in his death, burial, and
resurrection so that we can serve in the new life of the Spirit (see Romans 7:6). We have

Christ, the power of God living inside of us!

Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in every part of
our lives.
—Galatians 5:25

Let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won't be doing what your sinful
nature craves.
—Galatians 5:16

And Christ lives within you, so even though your body will die because of sin,
the Spirit gives you life because you have been made right with God. The Spirit
of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just as God raised
Christ Jesus from the dead, he will give life to your mortal bodies by this same
Spirit living within you.

—Romans 8:10-11

You have no obligation to do what your sinful nature urges you to do. For if you
live by its dictates, you will die. But if through the power of the Spirit you put

to death the deeds of your sinful nature, you will live. For all who are led by the
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Spirit of God are children of God.
—Romans 8:12-14

Our entire perspective is changed. We now focus on God’s desires and the Spirit’s

power to accomplish his desires through us.

STEP #3: EMBRACING OUR SPIRITURL IDENTITY

As believers, we have been transferred permanently into

the kingdom of God’s Son. We now live under a totally
different law, the law of the Spirit of life in Jesus Christ. We

We have died to the law
and have been delivered
are no longer under the law of sin and death as long as we from it so that we can live

walk according to the Spirit and not according to the flesh. in the newness of the Spirit.

This is stated clearly in the New Testament when Paul says,

“There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk
according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death” (Romans 8:1-2, NKJV). This is a
totally different paradigm than the system under the Old Testament law.

What we are talking about here is a new world with a different set of rules and laws, a
world that we experience while in our earthly existence. The law of the spirit of life in Jesus
Christ now rules in our relationship with God, and not the Old Testament law comprised of
the law of sin and death. We are still under a law, but a different law powered and sourced
in the person of Jesus Christ through his Holy Spirit. This is explained to us in the book of

Romans:

The law of Moses was unable to save us because of the weakness of our sinful
nature. So God did what the law could not do. He sent his own Son in a body
like the bodies we sinners have. And in that body God declared an end to sin’s
control over us by giving his Son as a sacrifice for our sins. He did this so that the
just requirement of the law would be fully satisfied for us, who no longer follow
our sinful nature but instead follow the Spirit.

—Romans 8:3-4

The law of Moses could not save us because our flesh (or self) did not have the power
to meet its demands. The law’s purpose was to show us we needed a Savior. Because Christ
satisfied the requirements of the law for us by paying the penalty for our sin through his
sacrifice in our place, we now have a right standing with God as a gift from him.

We are also now identified with Christ in his resurrection. When we accept Christ’s
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work on the cross, we are raised with him from the dead and our spirit is given new life. The
law of the Spirit in which we now live enables us to serve God in a new way. We have died to

the law and have been delivered from it so that we can live in the newness of the Spirit.

This is the point: You died to the power of the law when you died with Christ.
And now you are united with the one who was raised from the dead. As a result,
we can produce a harvest of good deeds for God ... But now we have been re-
leased from the law, for we died to it and are no longer captive to its power. Now
we can serve God, not in the old way of obeying the letter of the law, but in the
new way of living in the Spirit.

—Romans 7:4, 6

This is a critical point, and one that I personally still struggle with. It is difficult to
separate works, which are a by-product from the old way of life, and faith, which is the new
way. And yet, we must always keep in mind that Christ came to free us from the foolishness
of self, self-works, and self-justification. It is through Jesus Christ that we have been given
life and immortality.

The Old Testament law represents the impossible, what we need to do to please God
and come into his good graces. The work of Jesus Christ eliminates all of that. We come to
God now because of what Christ did for us on the cross. It is totally because of God’s grace
that we no longer need to rely on self. This, to me, represents the difference between dark-
ness and light. It is self-effort versus the power of Christ who works in us. We simply live
our life in response to God’s grace, and that my friends, gives us freedom.

And yet, some of us still try living under the Old Testament grid. Self-effort tends to
plague us, we think we need to earn our way into a relationship with God, or if things are
moving too slow, we need to step in and help God out. But it is critical that we embrace our
new identity, and celebrate that we are no longer in bondage to the law. Our lives are now
established in a new paradigm with new rules. We simply cannot live out the Son-powered
life if we do not embrace this new spiritual lifestyle. The Son-powered life is a life possessed
by the Holy Spirit of God, controlled by him, and empowered by him. It is only available
to us as we trust in him. When we fail to avail ourselves of this life, we become oblivious to
what God wants to do through us.

Since we are dead to the law, we have been released from the law and its power to
keep us captive. We are to no longer trust in self, but trust in Christ to live in us and to em-

power us to live in accordance with his purpose for our lives.

My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ
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lives in me. So I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave himself for me.
—Galatians 2:20

When you are directed by the Spirit, you are not under obligation to the law of

Moses.
—Galatians 5:18

God is active in the life of the believer who is proactive in his relationship with him. He
gives life and empowerment to those who choose to present themselves to him for his service.
“For the light makes everything visible. This is why it is said, ‘Awake, O sleeper, rise up from

>

the dead, and Christ will give you light” (Ephesians 5:14).

The life-giving Spirit has freed us from the power of sin so we are not under its con-
trol as we were before Christ brought his life into our heart. Once we meet his conditions of
waking up and rising from the deadness of the prison of self, Christ will shine on us and the
light of his countenance will be on us. When Christ shines on us with his favor, things hap-
pen! When the earthly sun shines, plants grow and power is harnessed for prospering the
earth. When the Son shines on us with his favor, we will grow in our relationship with God

and we will be in a position to harness his power to bless those around us.

SON POWER AT WORK

1. In what ways are you already aware of the Holy Spirit working in your life?
2. In what ways do you tend to live your life by self-effort?
3. What one idea from this chapter do you need to apply to your life?

Talk to God
Scripture Meditation
“Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you
to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.
He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us
to the kingdom of his beloved Son,
in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”
(Colossians 1:12-14, ESV)
Prayer
Heavenly Father, thank you for the gift of your Son and for the power I

can experience through the work of the Holy Spirit. Help me to understand in
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a deeper way how you have qualified me to share in your precious promises.
You have delivered me from the kingdom of darkness and have transferred me

into the kingdom of your Son.

You have enabled me to live a victorious life in this world that is totally
sourced in the person of Jesus Christ and fully empowered by him. By faith
1 choose to abandon my own efforts at accomplishing anything for you and
entrust my time, talent, and treasure into the strength of Jesus Christ and the

Holy Spirit. May this become a reality in my everyday living. Amen.

Memorize and Meditate
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BARRIERS TO EXPERIENCING SON POWER

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
—Ephesians 2:10, ESV

he verse from Ephesians 2 that appears at the beginning of this chapter tells us that we
Thave been created to accomplish “good works.” Why then does it seem that so often we are
powerless to accomplish great things for God? I believe it is because there are several barri-
ers that keep us from experiencing God’s power through the Holy Spirit.

I've heard that Seattle, Washington is a beautiful place to live. But I've also heard
that Seattle’s weather can be downright depressing. When the skies are clear, the weather is
beautiful. However, fog is common and often dense and it rains 50 percent of the time. It’s
actually been recorded that 239 days of the year Seattle is covered by heavy clouds. There are
physical barriers that are blocking out the effects of the sun. The sun is there, shining bright-
ly, but the fog and clouds are obscuring it.

I believe that Son Power is also obscured in our lives at times by things that present
barriers to our seeing and experiencing that power. Think about it for a moment, what in
your life keeps you from being empowered by the Holy Spirit? I've lived quite a bit of life and
I believe most barriers fall under one of four categories: sin, reliance on self, head knowledge

of God’s Word that does not result in heart knowledge, and failure to surrender to God’s will.

SIN
It is important to understand sin and to deal with it. The Bible tells us that God created

humans perfect and in his image: “So God created human beings in his own image. In the

image of God he created them; male and female he created them” (Genesis 1:27). God gave
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Adam and Eve meaningful work to do and told them the only thing they couldn t do was eat
the fruit of one tree, but they decided to take matters into their own hands and, as a result,
sin came into the world. You can read all this in Genesis 2 and 3; Adam and Eve’s choice to
do things their own way brought sin into our lives as well as their own.

Because of Adam and Eve, all of us have a sinful nature, and it affects every part of us.
King Solomon wrote: “Indeed, there is no one on earth who is righteous, no one who does
what is right and never sins” (Ecclesiastes 7:20, NIV). And in the New Testament John said,
“If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth” (1
John 1:8).

Charles Spurgeon once said, “As the salt flavors every drop in the Atlantic, so does sin
affect every atom of our nature. It is so sadly there, so abundantly there, that if you cannot
detect it, you are deceived.”

There is only one person in the history of the world who did not have a sin nature: Je-
sus Christ. He was the “holy, righteous one” (Acts 3:14) who “never sinned” (2 Corinthians
5:21). This allowed Jesus to be sacrificed on the cross as our perfect substitute, “the sinless,
spotless Lamb of God” (1 Peter 1:19). It is through Christ that we are born again and begin
a new life in him: “Anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is
gone; a new life has begun!” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

The whole idea of sin is very unpopular these days, even in some churches. The
reason Jesus came into the world was to save us from our sins! Sin is alive and well and we
must honestly own it and confess it. We cannot expect to experience God’s power in our

lives when we choose to sin because sin always short-cir-

The reason Jesus came into ~ uits the work of the Holy Spirit. The prophet Isaiah said,

the world was to save us “Listen! The Lord’s arm is not too weak to save you, nor is

ins! : , .
from our sins! his ear too deaf to hear you call. It's your sins that have cut

you off from God. Because of your sins, he has turned away
and will not listen anymore” (Isaiah 59:1-2).

Sin manifests itself in all kinds of ways in our lives; pride, envy, self-righteousness,
the list goes on and on. The difficulty is in recognizing our sin and confessing it as such. It
is important that we learn to detect the voice of the sinful nature. Those who are born again
have this command: “Count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus” (Ro-
mans 6:11, NIV). The Holy Spirit takes up residence in each believer and supplies the power
we need to overcome the pull of the sin nature within us. “Those who have been born into
God’s family do not make a practice of sinning, because Godss life is in them” (1 John 3:9).
Romans 6 tells us, “Sin is no longer your master, for you no longer live under the require-
ments of the law. Instead, you live under the freedom of God’s grace” (v. 14).

We need to confess our sin to God so our relationship with him can be restored im-
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mediately. “If we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all wickedness” (1 John 1:9).

It is through the confession of our sin that we are telling God that we want to have
our relationship with him restored, and it is then that the Holy Spirit will empower us to do
God’s work. Be honest with yourself. Are you stuck in a painful past? God’s healing is avail-
able to you! Are you stuck in a painful present? God’s power is available to you! Get sin out
of the way! Take time today to confess your sin to God and begin to experience the Holy

Spirit’s power in a new way.

RELIANCE ON SELF

Years ago, I was in a group experience where we were challenged to have a three-minute
conversation without anyone using the words “me, my, or I” ... we couldn’t do it! Unfortu-
nately, each one of us has an innate desire to think about ourselves. This self-centered think-
ing, the “big I,” needs to be broken.

It takes Son Power to remove the control of self. This power becomes operative in our
lives when we ask the Holy Spirit, by faith, to take control of how we think, feel, and act.

We must learn to trust in the power of God alone to empower us and deliver us. Dying
to self is painful, but God has promised that he will manifest himself in us. In Proverbs we
read these words, “For whoever finds me finds life and receives favor from the Lord” (8:35).

If we are to find favor with God and experience the

Son-powered life, we must die to self along the pathway of
We must learn to trust in

the power of God alone to
All qualities the world values and encourages. Jesus said: empower us and deliver.

life: self-reliance, self-trust, self-sufficiency, independence.

“I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat is plant-
ed in the soil and dies, it remains alone. But its death will produce many new
kernels—a plentiful harvest of new lives. Those who love their life in this world
will lose it. Those who care nothing for their life in this world will keep it for
eternity”

—John 12:24-25

In order for a grain of wheat to multiply it must die. Our time, talent, treasure, and
desire must be given up totally to God to be used for his world and his glory. If we just
spend it on pleasuring ourselves, then we are missing the best that God has for us. Only
when we die to self will God be able to multiply all that we are and all that we have.

An important KingdomNomics principle is that as we progressively die to desiring the

perishable values of this world, we will find the desire to invest in the imperishable values of
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the kingdom. God’s priorities will become our priorities. We will also experience God’s fa-
vor and his abundant life. I have found these two verses in the book of Psalms to be critical

as I keep my eyes on God’s will and not my own:

Surely, Lord, you bless the righteous; you surround them with your favor as with

a shield.
—Psalm 5:12, NIV

For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favor and honor; no
good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless.
—Psalm 84:11, NIV

When we remove the barrier of self, God’s favor is upon us and he protects and

guides us.

HEAD KNOWLEDGE OF GOD’S WORD THRT DOES NOT RESULT IN HEART KNOWLEDGE

Many people make the mistake of thinking that knowledge is enough to experience the
presence and power of God. However, such a belief will short-circuit the Son Power in our
lives. We need to remember the Hebrews wandering in the wilderness who had knowledge,
but no purpose. “For this good news ... has been announced to us just as it was to them.
But it did them no good because they didn't share the faith of those who listened to God”
(Hebrews 4:2).

Is the Word of God important to you? Are you spending time regularly reading it,
memorizing it, and putting it into practice? In order to have Son Power operative in our
lives, we must commit ourselves to the study of God’s Word. Our knowledge must move
from our head to our heart in the form of conviction that impacts our faith and behavior.

Failure to do so will certainly make our lives barren and un-

We must hear the Word of productive. However, when we immerse ourselves in God’s
God, we must accept the Word we position ourselves to hear God’s voice.

Word of God, and we must We must hear the Word of God, we must accept the
live the Word of God. Word of God, and we must live the Word of God. It is only

through this process that we will experience Son Power and

become seeds that produce a hundredfold.

I have had many experiences in my life when God has revealed his will for my life
through his Word. When I immerse myself in that Word, I find that God works in me and
through me. Scripture is either true or it’s not ... it will either make a difference or it will

not. What Scriptures are important to you? What you learn from God’s Word about who
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he is, about his will, about his character, and about how he works will greatly affect how you
experience the Holy Spirit in your life. You must take all that you have learned from God’s

Word and apply it to your life circumstances.

FRILURE TO SURRENDER T0 GOD'S WILL

Another barrier to the Son-powered life is a refusal to surrender to God’s will. This is what is
often referred to as being a “carnal” Christian, one who is still influenced a great deal by the
world and its enticements. This principle comes from the King James version of 1 Corinthi-
ans 3:1: “And [, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even
as unto babes in Christ” The NIV puts it this way, “Brothers and sisters, I could not address
you as people who live by the Spirit but as people who are still worldly—mere infants in
Christ,” and the New Living Translation says, “Dear brothers and sisters, when I was with
you I couldn’t talk to you as I would to spiritual people. I had to talk as though you belonged
to this world or as though you were infants in Christ” The bottom line, a carnal Christian

is someone who has accepted the good news of Jesus Christ, but does not want to be trans-

formed by it.
To become a Son-powered

person, it takes an affirma-

tive act of the will to choose
how we think, feel, and act. We shut oft his power when we to have the Holy Spirit

refuse to let him do so. It takes surrender of self. control how we think, feel,
and act.

To become a Son-powered person, it takes an affirma-

tive act of the will to choose to have the Holy Spirit control

Let’s review Galatians 2:20: “My old self has been cru-

cified with Christ. /¢ is no longer I who live, but Christ lives
in me. So I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me” (emphasis added).

In order to have Christ living in us we must allow Jesus Christ to take control of us.
We must submit to him. Our life revolves around the Son. He lives in us. He is the source of
the renewable Son-powered life. He must increase and we must decrease. The power of the
Son is unlimited, and he can overcome the mountain of self in our lives when we allow him

to do so.

SON POWER AT WORK

1. At this point in your life, which barrier discussed in this chapter is the greatest
obstacle to your experiencing Son Power: sin, reliance on self, lack of commitment
to obey God’s Word, or failure to surrender to God’s will?

2. What immediate steps can you take to remove that particular barrier from your life?

3. Take some time to reflect upon the sin in your life and then confess it to God, asking

him to forgive you and fill you anew with his Spirit.
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Talk to God
Scripture Meditation
“So now we can rejoice in our wonderful
new relationship with God
because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God.”
(Romans 5:11)

Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank you for the relationship I have with you because of
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. I thank you that I have put my trust and faith in
Jesus Christ alone for my salvation. Thank you for saving me from the folly of
trusting in Me, Myself, and 1. Thank you for my salvation and for empowering
me to live life through the Holy Spirit.

1 confess that there are times when I attempt to live my life through my own

power, in my own strength, by my own ingenuity. Forgive me.

Today I choose by faith to die to self, as painful as it is at times, so that
your life can be lived through me. More than anything else, I want to find
the life you have planned for me to experience your favor. Thank you for the
promises in your Word. What a blessing for me to know you and to learn of

your way! Amen.

Memorize and Meditate
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A TRUE DESIRE FOR EXPERIENCING
SON POWER

One thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead,
1 press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me.
—Philippians 3:13-14, NIV

ow! Take a look at the powerful verbs in the verses at the beginning of this chapter:
Wforgetting, straining, press on, win. To me, these words all seem to imply some kind of
intentionality. Intentionality to do something, intentionality to pursue, intentionality to fo-
cus our time, talent, and treasure. As you consider your desire for experiencing Son Power,
is it fueled by this type of intentionality? Is your desire a wish or is it actually a goal that you
are willing to pursue? Are you simply thinking about the power of God in your life, or are
you truly positioning yourself to experience it?

The very fact that you are reading this book seems to indicate that you have more

than a simple wish to experience the power of the Holy Spirit

working in you and through you. And since you've made A true desire is something

it past the prerequisite and barrier chapters, you've already we are willing to work for.

learned about some of the obstacles that possibly needed to be
addressed in your life. But the question now remains: Do you truly have a desire to experi-
ence the Holy Spirit working in your life?

I've met many people who have wishes for their lives. They are waiting for something
to happen. To me, a true desire is something we are willing to work for. I am not talking here
about earning God’s favor. I am addressing the need for each one of us to develop a yearning
in our hearts for God’s presence and power to actively empower us; a longing that results in

us seeking after God. It is an intentionality that sets us on the course for pursuing God. Yogi
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Berra, the renowned baseball player and coach once said, “If you don’t know where you are
going, you'll end up someplace else” When we have a true desire to experience Son Power,
we know where we are going. We set our hearts and minds and lives on a path that will take

us to our goal.

DESIRE IS FUELED BY GOD'S WORD

I believe the first step in showing God that we truly desire Son Power is to be in his Word.

The apostle Peter wrote,

“Like newborn babies, you must crave pure spiritual milk so that you will grow
into a full experience of salvation.”
—1 Peter 2:2, emphasis added

We can’t grow in our relationship with God, through the Son, or experience the
Holy Spirit, without the Word of God. In order for our lives to echo into eternity we need
to embrace what the Bible tells us about who God is and how he works. Our entire being
is wrapped up in Christ Jesus and what he did for us on the cross. Our desire for the Holy
Spirit comes from Jesus and is fueled by Jesus, and we learn about all of this from God’s
Word.

Just as it is impossible to grow physically without physical food, it is impossible to
grow spiritually without the food of the Word of God. When you plant God’s Word in your
heart it will accomplish everything that God wants to develop and grow in you. It will actu-

ally prosper in your heart. How do I know this? Because God’s Word promises it!

“It is the same with my word. I send it out, and it always produces fruit. It will
accomplish all I want it to, and it will prosper everywhere I send it.”
—Isaiah 55:11

For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-
edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It ex-
poses our innermost thoughts and desires.

—Hebrews 4:12

We never stop thanking God that when you received his message from us, you
didn’t think of our words as mere human ideas. You accepted what we said as

the very word of God—which, of course, it is. And this word continues to work
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in you who believe.

—1 Thessalonians 2:13

We need to consume the Word of God just as we eat food to live. We must read it, eat
it, and live it, and then God will visit to perform his Word in us.

God’s Word gives life, enlightens, cleanses, produces fruit, counsels, and directs our
steps. It accomplishes and prospers wherever it is sent. It teaches us that the Holy Spirit is
our source and our power for a fulfilled life in this world and the next.

I truly believe that the degree to which we enjoy the benefits of the Son-powered life
is in direct proportion to our desire and craving for God’s Word.

The prophet Jeremiah said, “This is what the Lord says: ‘Stand at the crossroads and
look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find

rest for your souls” (Jeremiah 6:16, NIV). He is talking about intentionality here.

A DESIRE FOR THE WORLD OR A DESIRE FOR GOD’S WORD?

I love to play with words. During my devotional time one day, I placed two words side by

side:
WORLD WORD

It occurred to me that each of these words is promoting a message. The world wants
us to embrace its message of “Me, Myself, and I”” This message is in direct opposition to
what God’s Word has to say to us. God’s Word is a story of sacrifice and giving. We must
make a choice as to which message we are going to listen to and obey.

As I sat looking at those two words, I realized that if you drop the / out of world you
have word. I thought to myself, The 1 stands for what I am living for in this life. I need to
take that | of the world and move it under the Word, bring-

ing what I am living for in this world into submission to the 4.5 e going to follow the

Word of God. pathway of the world or

In the Old Testament we read, “Those who worship walk in the way God’s

; 9
false gods turn their backs on all God’s mercies” (Jonah 2:8). Word directs us!

The world has a lot of “false gods” to offer. If you Google the

term “false gods,” Wikipedia actually says they are “other competing entities or objects to
which particular importance is attributed.” There are many things in this world that have the
power to turn our hearts away from God. False gods include money, possessions, success,
school, careers, friends, and even family. Tim Keller, in Counterfeit Gods, defines a false god

this way: “Anything more important to you than God, anything that absorbs your heart and
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imagination more than God, anything you seek to give you what only God can give!

And so, each one of us has a choice to make each day. Are we going to follow the
pathway of the world or walk in the way God’s Word directs us? Are we going to allow false
gods to steal our allegiance or are we going to stay true to the God of the Bible? Are we
going to take our directions from the world manual or the Word manual? What is our true

desire?

DESIRE IS TRANSFORMED THROUGH SOAK, SOW, AND FLOW

God’s Word will give us direction as we soak our heart in it and then sow it to the Spirit
when we recite it as we talk with God about it. We then activate Son Power by an act of our
will when we choose to flow with the Spirit in our daily walk with God. At that point, he
begins to impart his divine life in us as we depend on him.

As we soak and sow, God responds and swings into action by allowing the Son to rise

in our hearts to transform us.

And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like him as we are
changed into his glorious image.
—2 Corinthians 3:18

Note that the Spirit does the changing, not us. We are changed by his transforming
power being released in us, freeing us more and more from the self-life and empowering
us to do his will. When we do our part by positioning ourselves properly in relationship to
God and his Word, he will do the rest.

Technology today presents to us many different options for “virtual reality” experi-
ences. But what people really want is a real experience with God. Virtual reality is a “near
to real” experience, but God offers us his very real presence. We experience him in our lives
when we cooperate with him. The Old Testament tells us that he “rides across the heavens
to help you” (Deuteronomy 33:26) and he “makes the clouds his chariot and rides on the

wings of the wind” (Psalm 104:3, NIV). Those are very real words with very real power.
The apostle Paul tells us,

Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the reali-
ties of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honor at God’s right hand. Think
about the things of heaven, not the things of earth. For you died to this life, and
your real life is hidden with Christ in God.

—Colossians 3:1-3
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This is reality! We experience the life-giving power of the Holy Spirit.

THE HEART-FELT DESIRE OF KING SOLOMON

We see in the life of King Solomon a true desire to follow God and his ways. In 1 Kings 3:3,
Solomon is described in this way: “Solomon loved the Lord, and followed all the decrees of
his father, David” One night, the Lord appeared to Solomon and said, “What do you want?
Ask, and I will give it to you!” (v. 5). In response, Solomon answered, “Give me an under-
standing heart so that I can govern your people well and know the difference between right
and wrong. For who by himself is able to govern this great people of yours?” (v. 9). The pas-
sage goes on to tell us, “the Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for wisdom ... T will
give you what you asked for! I will give you a wise and understanding heart such as no one
else has had or ever will have!” (vv. 10, 12).

First Kings 4 records the details of Solomon’s wisdom: “God gave Solomon very great
wisdom and understanding, and knowledge as vast as the sands of the seashore. In fact,
his wisdom exceeded that of all the wise men of the East and the wise men of Egypt” (vv.
29-30).

However, Solomon’s obedience was mixed. He had many wives, including foreign
women who influenced him to sacrifice to their gods. His great wealth also contributed to
unwise excesses. Solomon began well, as his humble request for wisdom shows, but he later
disobeyed God. Because his desire did not remain focused, he ended up living much of his
life in dissipation and he discovered by experience that outside the will of God life was total-
ly meaningless and without purpose. He was chasing after the wind. He realized that all of

that earthly pleasure was worth nothing without a purpose for life from God.

Young people, it's wonderful to be young! Enjoy every minute of it. Do every-
thing you want to do; take it all in. But remember that you must give an account
to God for everything you do. So refuse to worry, and keep your body healthy.
But remember that youth, with a whole life before you, is meaningless.
—Ecclesiastes 11:9-10

Don't let the excitement of youth cause you to forget your Creator. Honor him in
your youth before you grow old and say, “Life is not pleasant anymore.”

—Ecclesiastes 12:1

The loss of opportunity is real. What might King Solomon have accomplished with
his life if he had kept his desire for God at the forefront of his endeavors?
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SAMSON'S REKINDLED DESIRE

There have been times in my life when I have thought, Is it too late for me to have an

impact for the kingdom of God? I have wasted so much of my time, talent, and treasure on

temporary, pleasurable, perishing experiences, and I have pursued the goals of this world.
Some of you may be having the same or similar thoughts. Let me just remind you

that it is never too late to have a desire for God and his pur-

It is never too late to have poses. However, it is better to move sooner rather than later.

a desire for God and his We must take advantage of the time God has given us while

urposes. : T .
pup we still have it. It is dangerous to pass up an opportunity. It

may not come by again.

We find encouragement in Judges 13-16 regarding this very principle in the life of
Samson. Samson had a special calling on his life. His problem was that he dabbled in sin
along the way and disobeyed his life calling. He became entangled in the pleasures of this
world and refused to follow what would be considered by most people to be wise judgment.

Dabbling in sin always leads to a downward spiral in our relationship with God.
People who do this always lose their spiritual perspective. In Samson’s case his choices led to
captivity and imprisonment. He became an object of the people’s derision, and they eventu-
ally made him a slave. What a tragedy for a man who had such a special calling of God on
his life.

However, even though Samson had forsaken his calling, in the last moments of his
life, he remembered his life purpose. God had destined him to take revenge on the Philis-
tines, and as Samson turned his desire back to God, God allowed him to accomplish that

purpose.

Samson said to the young servant who was leading him by the hand,
“Place my hands against the pillars that hold up the temple. I want to rest
against them.” Now the temple was completely filled with people. All the
Philistine rulers were there, and there were about 3,000 men and women on
the roof who were watching as Samson amused them. Then Samson prayed to
the Lord, “Sovereign Lord, remember me again. O God, please strengthen me
just one more time. With one blow let me pay back the Philistines for the loss
of my two eyes.” Then Samson put his hands on the two center pillars that held
up the temple. Pushing against them with both hands, he prayed, “Let me die
with the Philistines.” And the temple crashed down on the Philistine rulers and
all the people. So he killed more people when he died than he had during his
entire lifetime.

—Judges 16:26-30
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There is an application for each one of us here. Until we finally leave this world, there
is an opportunity for us to do things for the kingdom of God. Samsons life shows us that it is
never too late. In the final moments of his life Samson remembered his God. In a moment,
he was back on mission. At his request, God gave him the strength he needed to bring the
temple down on those who had brutalized him in captivity. Mission accomplished.

Samson had many faults. He broke his vows. He went off mission. He became en-
tangled in sin that eventually destroyed his life. However, at the end of his life, he came to
himself and returned to God. He literally finished strong. He is even mentioned as one of
the heroes of faith in Hebrews 11.

Trials refine our faith and

often rekindle our desire
of us. We should want to finish strong. We should want to be for God and his Word.

doing the will of God. Our objective should be to finish the

Finishing life strong should be a major objective for all

work God has given us to do.

We want to escape the mistake Samson made in his life. He went after perishing
temporary goals in this life. He sacrificed converting his time, talent, and treasure for the
temporary goals of a world that was passing away. Are we in danger of making the same
mistakes? The false gods of this world are calling out to us. The temporary pleasures of this
world are seeking to entice us. However, we are to set our minds on the eternal aspects of
life. We must avoid making poor decisions in this life, particularly when it comes to those
decisions that have eternal ramifications.

I often take time to reflect on my life and consider how the hand of God has been di-
recting me. This is one of the ways that I fuel my desire for the Lord. As1do so, he continues
to be very real to me.

There was a two-year period in my life when it seemed I spent most of my time
attending to my physical health. I was in and out of doctors’ offices, in and out of hospitals,
and constantly undergoing tests, procedures, and operations. At one point, it seemed to
me God was taking me out of this world one organ at a time. I was in so much pain that I
actually thought that if God was in the process of killing me, then why didn’t he just take me
out of here and be done with it? I felt like I was being tortured. And yet, God was getting my
attention.

As I'look back at this very difficult time of my life, I realize that all of the pain brought
me closer to God and it gave me a renewed appreciation for his Word. I learned

lessons that I might not have learned otherwise. My life was transformed.
The apostle Peter wrote,

Trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and
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purifies gold—though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So when

your faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much praise and

glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world.
—1 Peter 1:7

Trials refine our faith and often rekindle our desire for God and his Word. Our faith
is more important to God than perishing gold.

We see throughout the Bible that God works through broken vessels. Paul wrote, “He
said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness. There-
fore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on
me” (2 Corinthians 12:9, NIV). The more we realize we are weak, the greater the possibility
that God can use us. We learn in trials and tribulations that our sufficiency comes from God
alone. We learn to let the power of Christ rest upon us.

I share this with those of you who may be going through difficult times and circum-
stances. The Holy Spirit may be trying to get your attention in some way. You need to ask
yourself, What is God's message for me in this difficult time? The Holy Spirit deals with us
in our everyday living, teaching us lessons as we learn to submit to him.

As we journey through this world, we are going to be faced with many different cir-

cumstances and situations. God’s desire is that our desire be for him and his purposes.

SON POWER AT WORK

1. Is the desire you have to experience Son Power a wish or a goal?

2. If your desire is simply a wish, what steps can you take to make it a goal? If your
desire is truly a goal, identify what you are doing to fuel your desire.

3. Is your life guided more by the world or by God’s Word? What is one thing you can

do to make God’s Word the number one influence in your life?

Talk to God
Scripture Meditation
“Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.
(Colossians 3:2, NIV)
Prayer
Oh, heavenly Father, how I desire to experience Son Power! By faith, |
choose to set my mind on things above. Help me not focus on earthly things.

Please reveal more of yourself to me as I plunge into the depths of your Word.

I acknowledge that I am continually at a crossroads of having to choose
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the world's way or the way of your Word. I see that when I follow your words,

I am transformed and you use me to make a difference in your world.

1 marvel at what you have already done in my life. Truly, you are real and [
want to experience more and more of you as I submit to your will. Thank you
for activating the hidden life of Christ in me! (Colossians 3:3). Please make
me more and more like Jesus as you change me into his glorious image (2
Corinthians 3:18). May Jesus Christ, the Morning Star (Revelation 22:16),

progressively rise in my heart as I desire your Word. Amen.

Memorize and Meditate

1.  Timothy Keller, Counterfeit Gods: The Empty Promises of Money, Sex, and Power, and the Only Hope That

Matters (New York: Penguin Random House, 2009), xvii.
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SON POWER 101:
SON POWER IS ANCHORED
IN GOD’S WORD

For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-
edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It
exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.

—Hebrews 4:12

iamonds are beautiful. A group of us can all look at the same diamond and see its beauty
Din different ways. A diamond has multiple facets. Depending on the light and the direc-
tion one looks at a diamond, people will see different properties as the individual facets
reflect light. Some will see green or red. Maybe some will see a rainbow of color or simply
white. Yet, all are looking at the same diamond.

The Word of God is like a diamond; it has many facets. Its applications are numerous.
It is living and powerful, and it works in those who receive and trust in it as God’s revealed
will for us. We can read passages multiple times, and depending on our needs at the mo-
ment, we can discover a new or different application that speaks to our hearts and specific
situations.

I like to take a panoramic view of the new vistas God is giving us as we access his
Word.

Once we enter into a relationship with God, an expanded viewpoint of how his Word
works in us and through us enables us to take one verse, a series of verses, or even verses
that are related but in different parts of the Bible, and study them together, applying them
directly to the circumstances in our lives. This approach often leads to a deeper understand-

ing and multiple strategies for making Son-powered living a reality in our lives.
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SOAK, SOW, AND FLOW

In the very first KingdomNomics book I outlined the principle of “Soak, Sow, and Flow.”

We need to soak our minds in God’s Word, sow that Word back to him in prayer, and then

let his power flow through us. The more scripture we read and put into practice, the greater

vision God gives us for applying his Word and the Son-powered life to our everyday situa-

tions. As we read God’s Word, we experience life. Jesus said, “The words that I have spoken
to you are spirit and life” (John 6:63, ESV). We must immerse

God has given us his ourselves in the Word of God on a regular basis in order to

Word to empower us to receive instruction and understanding about how to activate
live the Son-powered life. 1o gon-powered life in us. Without God’s Word operating in

our lives, we will be unfruitful. God has given us his Word to

empower us to live the Son-powered life. However, we must choose to take advantage of his
provision for doing so.

Experiencing Son Power requires time and commitment. We want an easy way, but
there is no easy way to take time to really know God’s Word. We begin by taking the time
to hear what is being said. Most of what we have discussed so far in this book is the oppor-
tunity to live a Son-powered life. We have been hearing what God’s Word has to say regard-
ing this subject. However, God tells us that each person needs to make a choice regarding
what they are hearing. We cannot simply hear God’s Word, we must decide what we are
going to do with it. And so, we must go on to accept what is being said to us by the Lord if it
is going to make any difference in our lives at all. Many people hear what is being said, but
it goes no further than their ears. Each one of us must accept the message if it is to produce
fruit. The message moves from the believer’s head to their heart by an active choice in their
will to the point that it impacts their entire belief system, birthing a desire to make some-

thing out of it. Once that occurs, God does the rest.

But now we have been delivered from the law, having died to what we were held
by, so that we should serve in the newness of the Spirit and not in the oldness

of the letter.
—Romans 7:6, NKJV, emphasis added

THE 4 RS

And now we come to what I believe is the most important concept in this book. As I
consider how Son Power works in and through all believers, I believe it is best explained by
what I like to describe as the “4 Rs™ Relationship, Revelation, Reflection, and Redemption.

All of these Rs are connected to and interrelated with each other. This is the way that God
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works in our lives, “For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do

what pleases him” (Philippians 2:13).

Relationship
We have a relationship with almighty God through the Son, Jesus Christ. This relationship
is established by receiving Christ as our personal Savior and trusting in his saving work on

the cross.

But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become chil-
dren of God. They are reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from human
passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God.

—]John 1:12-13

And because we are his children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our

hearts, prompting us to call out, “Abba, Father.” Now you are no longer a slave

but God’s own child. And since you are his child, God has made you his heir.
—Galatians 4:6-7

There is no closer relationship than being a child and an heir to someone. Children,
and heirs, have rights and privileges that other people do not have. The reason for this is the
fact that a very special relationship exists which other people do not have. In addition, when
we have a love relationship with someone, we become transparent with one another which
eventually leads to more self-revelation. It is because of this kind relationship that Son Pow-

er works in our lives.

Jesus said,

“Those who accept my commandments and obey them are the ones who love
me. And because they love me, my Father will love them. And I will love them

and reveal myself to each of them.”
—John 14:21

Revelation
The relationship we have with God, when it is alive and growing, leads to revelation. As we

spend time in God’s Word, he reveals his will to us.

“Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you
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do not know.”
—Jeremiah 33:3, NIV

But it was to us that God revealed these things by his Spirit. For his Spirit search-
es out everything and shows us God’s deep secrets.
—1 Corinthians 2:10

I also love this verse in the book of Revelation where Jesus says:
“Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the door, I
will come in, and we will share a meal together as friends.”
—Revelation 3:20

We can be friends with Jesus (relationship), and he will share a meal with us, his
friends! What happens when we spend time with friends? We experience revelation of
information, ideas, feelings. How exciting to think about spending time with Jesus and
allowing him to share himself with us. As we spend time with him, he will guide and direct
our steps as we trust in him. All of this becomes a reality in our lives as we allow the Holy

Spirit to renew our minds and transform us from within.

Reflection
After something is revealed to us, we must reflect upon it. What does this mean? What
should we do with what has been revealed to us? How does this impact our lives and the
world around us? Does this revelation require action on our part?

This really is the beginning of Son Power working its way in and through our lives.
We have a relationship with God the Father through Jesus Christ, his Son; the Holy Spirit
reveals God’s will to us; and we must reflect on what is revealed to us in order to move for-
ward in the strength and wisdom of the Spirit. Do you see how it is all interrelated?

When the shepherds heard the supernatural announcement of the birth of Jesus,
their reflection time was short. They made a decision, dropped what they were doing, and
went to see the baby Jesus. When the wise men saw the star in the heavens (God’s revela-
tion to them), they reflected on what they knew and they traveled to see the newborn King.
When Jesus revealed himself to Paul on the Damascus road, Paul reflected on his experi-
ence and dramatically changed the course of his life. Each one of these examples shows us
how responding to God’s revelation leads to a changed life.

When we are faced with the claims of Christ, we must make a decision. The Bible
is filled with examples of people who chose to follow God’s direction and those who did

not. Jonah actually ended up in the belly of a whale (see the full story in the book of Jonah
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found in the Old Testament). We must be careful to act in whatever way God is directing us
when his will is revealed to us.

In the Old Testament, we read about the life of Joshua and how he had a special re-
lationship with God. God continually revealed his will to Joshua and Joshua reflected on it
and obeyed it. He challenged the people of Israel to reflect carefully on God’s Word and to
obey it.

Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the instructions Moses
gave you. Do not deviate from them, turning either to the right or to the left.
Then you will be successful in everything you do. Study this Book of Instruction
continually. Mediate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey everything
written in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do.

—Joshua 1:7-8

Son Power enlightens us in the process of revelation. It directs us to make right deci-

sions and empowers us to follow through on those decisions.

Redemption
Once we decide to act on what has been revealed to us, we are in a position to redeem our

world for God and his purposes.

Because of our relationship with God through Jesus When we decide to move

Christ, we understand that we are living in a world that in into the redemption phase
its present form is passing away. Everything we can see and ~ of God’s revelation, we are
not merely making the most
of something. We are ac-

tually intentionally seizing
treasure of this world into the imperishable values and trea- 4 opportunity for a special

touch is in the process of perishing. But we know that we

can converterlate the perishable items of time, talent, and

sure of the world to come. The New Testament instructs us,  work.

Make the most of every opportunity.
—Ephesians 5:16

Live wisely among those who are not believers, and make the most of every
opportunity.

—Colossians 4:5

If you were to ask a friend, What does the word redemption mean? they might be a

little perplexed. The definition of redemption according to Merriam-Webster is the act of
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making something better or more acceptable, the act of exchanging something for some
kind of award. Other definitions include repurchasing something or making a deliverance
or rescue. We could also include the idea of exchanging something by using something else
of value. To redeem something essentially means to buy it back or regain possession of it. It
is a “recover and restore” process.

When we decide to move into the redemption phase of God’s revelation, we are not
merely making the most of something. We are actually intentionally seizing an opportuni-
ty for a special work. Philippians 2:13 tells us, “For God is working in you, giving you the
desire and the power to do what pleases him.”

Revelation is sourced in God. He gives us the mind of Christ so we can understand
his will. It is the Spirit who reveals that will to us as we cultivate our relationship. It is in the
reflection process that we make the decision, “I want these truths to become personally op-
erative in my life. I want Son Power to give me the capacity and power to incorporate them
into my life.”

And the more we practice these concepts, the more we grow in our relationship with
God. It all comes full circle and we begin the process again.

Noabh lived these four phases of his life. He had a relationship with God and because
of that relationship God revealed to him how the world was going to be destroyed because
of man’s wickedness. God told Noah to build the ark and Noah’s reflection of that directive
moved him to obey God and build the ark to God’s specifications. Noah experienced God’s
power in order to accomplish such a massive goal and he experienced God’s redemption
because of it. It is believed that it took Noah 120 years to build the ark; that was a lot of reli-

ance on God’s plan and purpose!

A SONBURST OF REVELATION TO GROW BY

Revelation from God is made known to us by the Holy Spirit because of our relationship
with him. I said earlier in this chapter that the 4 Rs are essentially intertwined and rep-
resent a cycle. They also intersect with the “soak, sow, and flow” principle. Since this is a
circular illustration, I've also added a “grow” component to the “soak, sow, and flow” that
takes the process one step further. I believe this concept is best illustrated by what I like to
refer to as a “Sonburst of Revelation.” This is actually a circle that represents a continuing

reference to a key revelation from God.
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To illustrate the way in which the Sonburst helps us to understand God’s Word in a
deeper way, let’s consider what the Bible has to teach us about salvation. Look at the dia-

gram below.

In this particular sequence, our relationship with God is defined by the fact that our
sin separates us from him. Romans 3:23 says, “For everyone has sinned; we all fall short
of God’s glorious standard.” This quickly moves us to revelation as found in Romans 6:23,
“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus
our Lord.” God reveals his righteousness to us through Jesus Christ. He shows us that we
are all sinners in need of salvation which he has arranged to give to us as a gift. Salvation is
the gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ. This is an incredible revelation. We cannot work
for it. It is a gift. We are saved by what we receive by faith.

When something is revealed to us, we then need to reflect upon it. What does this
really mean for me personally? What am I going to do with what I know? Romans 10:9-10
tells us, “If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is by believing in your heart that you are made
right with God, and it is by openly declaring your faith that you are saved.” If I take the

next step to redemption, I will experience Romans 10:13, “Everyone who calls on the name
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of the Lord will be saved.”

When we reflect on something, we generally come to a conclusion to either accept it
or reject it. If we accept it, normally we will take a step to make it reality in our lives.

The principles of soak, sow, flow, and grow incorporate into this process because as
we memorize and meditate on these verses or concepts, they become a part of our spiritual
growth. By faith we choose to flow with the Spirit. This is Son Power.

The Sonburst diagram can be applied to any situation we are facing. We simply iden-
tify the core issue (in the center) and apply Scripture through the four phases. (See appen-
dix B for a more detailed explanation for how to personally use this concept.) Do you have
a desire for God’s Word? Christ lives in you and the same power that raised him from the
dead is available to you! Sow God’s Word deep into your heart and allow his power to flow

through you.

EMPOWERED BY GOD'S WORD

“The very words I have spoken to you are spirit and life.”
—John 6:63

When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my heart’s delight, for
I bear your name, Lord God Almighty.
—Jeremiah 15:16, NIV

I have not departed from the commands of his lips; I have treasured the words
of his mouth more than my daily bread.
—Job 23:12, NIV

The law from your mouth is more precious to me than thousands of pieces of
silver and gold.
—Psalm 119:72, NIV

We all know that technology has become a driving force in our world today. Let’s
consider using a computer analogy and computer terminology to illustrate God’s Word
becoming active in our lives.

Son Power initially facilitates the installation of God’s Word in our minds. The Word
is downloaded into our hearts by the 4 R’s along with Soak, Sow, Flow, and Grow. As we talk
to God about it, we are pushing the execute button, enabling the Word to become personally
operational in our lives. Our Spiritual M and Ms provide key fuel for this process, enabling

the Word to run through our hearts and minds and empowering us to effectively participate
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in the work God has designed for us. This core principle is repeated as we immerse our-
selves in God’s Word.
SON POWER AT WORK
1. In what ways are you currently sowing the Word of God into your life?
2. Honestly, how much impact does God’s Word have on your life on a daily basis?
What changes do you need to make in order to have that impact be greater?
3. How can you begin to incorporate the 4 Rs (Relationship, Revelation, Reflection,

and Redemption) into your life?

Talk to God
Scripture Meditation
“Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the door, I
will come in, and we will share a meal together as friends.”
(Revelation 3:20)

Prayer

Heavenly Father, your Word is so precious to me. It becomes more so as
1 soak my heart in it. I look forward to its life-giving power working in me to
bring the transformation in my life that you desire. Thank you for showing me
how I can sow your Word into my conversations with you. Thank you that you
desire to interact with me as your friend. Thank you that you stand at the door
and knock. You don’t barge through the door, you don’t stand there waiting for
me to intuitively know you are there. You patiently knock and wait for me to
answer. Help me to be open to your invitation at all times. I have a great ex-

pectation that you will show yourself to me and empower me to do your will.
Thank you for showing me that I am saved simply by responding to your

free gift of salvation. Help me to depend on your Word daily to guide me and

direct me into the fullness of your power. Amen.
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Memorize and Meditate
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JESUS CHRIST IS OUR POWER

Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.
—Ephesians 6:10

icture the sun rising on a beautiful, clear morning. We see it slowly peeking out over the
Phorizon. As time passes it becomes more noticeable, the heat increases, the light becomes
stronger until it is fully visible, a ball of light casting its intense glow over everything.
The earth awakens each day to this light; plants grow and life is sustained. In much the same
way, the Son rises in our hearts. We accept him into our lives and he progressively over-
comes the darkness of our old lives, lives without him and full of self. As bits of this dark-
ness are forced away through our increasing knowledge of him, the Son blazes forth, in ever
greater intensity, into our everyday lives. We become partners with him as we become more
and more aware of his power in us.

I believe the Bible calls us to this progression of experienced power when it says,
“Wake up, sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you” (Ephesians 5:14, NIV).
We see in this verse a wonderful promise of seeing Jesus Christ work in and through our
lives and circumstances. When Christ shines on the life of the believer, things happen!

Our focus here is on spiritual power. There are many kinds of power: secular, po-
litical, physical, informational, and even personal. However spiritual power, God’s power
imparted to us by Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit, trumps all other power whether it be

earthly power or other supernatural power.

MORE AND MORE

The Son-powered life is Christ, the power of God, living in and through us. However, know-
ing this fact and experiencing the reality of that relationship are two different things. The

Son-powered life begins at the moment of spiritual birth and develops as we cultivate our
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relationship with Christ. We learn to trust Christ daily to live his life in and through us.

As I've spent time studying God’s Word, I have found that many Scripture verses re-
late to one another even though they may be from different places in the Bible (this is one of
the key principles of the Sonburst diagrams). One verse may tell us one thing and another
verse amplifies that thought, principle, or picture of who God is or what he desires for our
lives. When we actually put these verses together, we can see how God has woven his mes-
sage throughout the Bible. Here are several verses that illustrate this principle, particularly

as it relates to experiencing Jesus Christ as our power.
In the Old Testament we read:

Lord ... may those who love you rise like the sun in all its power!
—Judges 5:31

“But for you who fear my name, the Sun of Righteousness will rise with healing
in his wings. And you will go free”
—Malachi 4:2

And then Paul tells us in the New Testament:

I relied only on the power of the Holy Spirit. I did this so you would trust not in
human wisdom but in the power of God.
—1 Corinthians 2:4-5

But to those called by God to salvation ... Christ is the power of God and the
wisdom of God.
—1 Corinthians 1:24

In these verses, we see a demonstration of God’s power being brought to those that
love him. As an added bonus, we also experience healing and freedom and salvation and
wisdom. This is Son Power actively working in us and through us!

Paul tells us that this power, from God’s unlimited resources, begins internally. A
work must be done on the inside of us in order for this power to be properly operational.
Our inner person must be strengthened by the Holy Spirit, so Christ can more fully possess
our hearts and lives as we trust in him to do so. In this way, the roots of our spirit beings
can grow deeply into the soil of God’s love. As this happens, God can bring to perfection in
us, the “fullness and power that comes from God.”

When I think of all this, I fall to my knees and pray to the Father, the Creator
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of everything in heaven and on earth. I pray that from his glorious, unlimit-
ed resources he will empower you with inner strength through his Spirit. Then
Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will
grow down into God’s love and keep you strong. And may you have the power to
understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how
deep his love is. May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to
understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and
power that comes from God.

—Ephesians 3:14-19

Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your
hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus
Christ.

—1 Peter 1:13, ESV

As we grow in our relationship with Christ Jesus we experience not only more and

more of him, but more and more of his love and power and grace in our daily lives.

LESS AND LESS

As we experience more and more of Jesus in our lives, we also can start to happily experi-
ence less and less of self. In the book of John we read these words spoken by John the Bap-
tist, “He must become greater and greater, and I must become less and less” (John 3:30). This
process can take place without us noticing, but eventually we should see evidence of this
occurring in our lives as we cultivate our relationship with Christ. This is literally the power
of Christ beginning to permeate our entire life.

The object of our faith is critical. If we trust in the power of self to live the Christian
life, we will fail. Self is always ultimately powerless. Self relies on the old “try harder self-ef-
fort” model and is intent on meeting the demands of the law through works. We try and
try to do and be what God wants, but unfortunately, the flesh is incapable of satisfying the
perfect, exacting demands of the law. However, when Christ is the object of our faith, we
trust him to live his life in us and we accept his power to achieve it. As we learn to become
less and less, Jesus Christ becomes more and more.

Paul wrote to the Colossians, “For you died to this life, and your real life is hid-
den with Christ in God” (Colossians 3:3). As our life becomes more and more “hidden in
Christ,” he takes increasing control. This happens while we progressively focus our attention
on Jesus and his desires for us. The true ultimate goal for each one of us is to have a life com-

pletely hidden in Christ.
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A SONBURST OF REVELATION TO GROW BY: THE SON CAN RISE IN MY HEART

Just as the sun rises daily to full strength, our desire as Christians is for the Son to rise in his
tull strength during our daily lives. This can only be accomplished by understanding and
applying the truths of Scripture to our lives. Only God can command this light to shine out
of our heart as we learn how to die to the three amigos of Me, Myself, and I. Only then can
the life of Christ rise in us, bringing forth his power and beauty.

This is in harmony with the spiritual truth that he must become more and more, and

I must become less and less.

Let’s begin with the relationship verse:

Lord, ... may those who love you rise like the sun in all its power!
—Judges 5:31

Do you see that key word right in the middle of the verse? Love. It is such a relation-
ship word! We love God ... and he loves us as well. And it is because of his love that we have
the promise that we can rise in power. God also uses his love as a vehicle of change in the

life of a believer. He loves us, and when we accept his love, it creates in us a desire to know
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who is doing the loving. Wow, the Creator of the universe loves me! This love is what mo-
tivates us to do what God wants us to do. It is cultivated by sowing into our hearts the idea
that God loves us, and allowing his love to grow into our lives, the new life which Christ has
given us.

What we learn about our relationship with God leads us to a new revelation about

what he is and how we are to interact with him:

“But for you who fear my name, the Sun of Righteousness will rise with healing
in his wings. And you will go free”
—Malachi 4:2

One key principle we learn from this verse is that because of our relationship with
God, we fear him. But what does it mean to fear God? One of the ways to describe it is to
say that we become in complete awe of our heavenly Father. We respect and revere who God
is and his authority over all of creation.

As we embrace God’s authority over us, we also experience freedom. How can this be?
It is precisely because of Christ’s power rising more into our everyday lives, that we are free.
We embrace Christ in us and God’s authority over us, and we experience the freedom that
God so graciously gives us. Free from the past, free from the law, free to experience all that

God has for us, free to make a difference in the world.

This leads us to reflection:

Prepare your minds for action and exercise self-control. Put all your hope in
the gracious salvation that will come to you when Jesus Christ is revealed to the
world.

—1 Peter 1:13

Prepare your mind for action and exercise self-control ... think about those words for
a moment! What would happen in your life if you really applied those words to your life?
Because of your freedom in Christ, you are not only free, but also full of the power of the
Holy Spirit. Look at the verbs in this verse: prepare, exercise, hope, come, revealed. As you
fix your mind on the gracious salvation of Jesus Christ you will be empowered to go out and

do the work God has for you.

And this leads us directly to redemption:
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Because of that experience, we have even greater confidence in the message pro-
claimed by the prophets. You must pay close attention to what they wrote, for
their words are like a lamp shining in a dark place—until the Day dawns, and
Christ the Morning Star [Jesus] shines in your hearts.

—2 Peter 1:19

This is one of my favorite passages in the Bible because it is filled with potential for
both this world and the world to come. We pay attention to the Word of God because it tells
us how to achieve our ultimate goal. We live in a darkened world. When we pay attention to
the Word of God it provides light in a world that desperately needs it. The sun scatters the
darkness.

As Christ the Morning Star rises in our hearts, he scatters the darkness revealing
what needs to be corrected in our lives. In addition, he imparts his life and empowers us to
overcome wrongful desires and pursue his goodness. The Morning Star symbolizes hope
and guidance. The morning star is the brightest star in the sky at dawn. I like to think that
as Christ, the Morning Star, rises in our hearts, he brings healing to our inner person,
strengthening us, enlightening us, showing us where we need to conform more with his
will, and showing us just what it is he wants us to do. Such revelations bring joy and peace
to us as we bring our lives in conformance with his will. The Son rises in our hearts and

continues to empower us to not only grow in our relationship with God but to accomplish
his will.

. This brings us full circle to relationship where we in-
It is important that our

crease our love for God and desire to have him rise in our lives

hope rests on the gift of

grace that is brought to  like the sun, fully powerful and fully effective.

us by the revelation of It is important that our hope rests on the gift of grace
Christ.

that is brought to us by the revelation of Christ. He will illu-
mine things for us both in this world and the world to come as

we pay attention to the Son Power at work in us.

SON POWER AT WORK

1. Think for a moment, what kind of power is most often your source of strength?
What steps do you need to take to make Jesus your source of power?
2. In what ways is Jesus becoming “more and more” in your life?

3. In what area of your life do you need to become “less and less”?
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Talk to God
Scripture Meditation
“For to me, living means living for Christ.”
(Philippians 1:21)

Prayer

Oh, heavenly Father, make this my heart’s prayer every day! For the
apostle Paul, Christ was everything. I want to pray with him, “Everything is
worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord, for his sake I have discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage,
so that I can gain Christ”

(Philippians 3:8). Paul chose to invest his life in what will last forever, his
relationship with you and the special calling you gave to him. He lived in such
a way that Christ was magnified through him. This, Father, is what I want for
my life. I am asking for your direction and help in living a life that will echo
into eternity.

David prayed, “Whom have I in heaven but you? I desire you more than
anything on earth” (Psalm 73:25). David knew that in the end his only posses-
sion would be his relationship with you. I brought nothing into this world, and
I am not taking anything out of it when I leave. Help me to live my life in this
way, depending solely on my relationship with Christ to accomplish whatever

you have for me to do. Amen.

Memorize and Meditate
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SON POWER AT WORK

Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to
accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. Glory to him in the church
and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever and ever!

—Ephesians 3:20-21

he late Dr. Bill Bright once wrote, “The more we walk in the power of the Holy Spirit and
Tallow Him to guide and control our lives, the more Christ’s character will shine in what we
say and do”! That’s what I want for my life, for the Son to be shining in all that I say and do.
It is by daily walking in the power of the Holy Spirit that we live our new lives in
Christ. We've talked a lot in this book so far about what it means to experience Son Power
in our lives, but now it is time to discuss what we should actually be seeing in our lives when

the Son is working in us and through us.

A SONBURST OF REVELATION TO GROW BY: MY HERRT'S GOAL

I frequently begin my day by asking our heavenly Father to direct my heart toward his grace
and love. I want my heart to be prepared so that I am ready to have communion with the
Holy Spirit. The Spirit knows the mind of God, and he is the deliverer of all that God desires
for me to know about my life and living for him. He is the one who teaches me all things and
also empowers me to do what God desires. It is vital that I keep my heart and mind open to
him. He enlightens me, enables me, teaches me, and imparts his life to me.

In this Sonburst we see our relationship with God described in the words of 2 Corin-
thians 13:14, “May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with you all” God the Father, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit all have
an active role in a Christian’s life. Their goal is to lead each one of us to the place

where we begin to see their objectives as our objectives. They cause our viewpoint on life to

71



change over time.

Romans 14:17, “For the Kingdom of God is not a matter of what we eat or drink,
but of living a life of goodness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit,” reveals to us that the
kingdom of God is not comprised of stuff or things but of righteousness, peace, and joy in
the Holy Spirit. Try to explain that concept to those you know who are not Christ-followers.
The world we currently live in is not the kingdom that Jesus spoke of when he was living on
earth. He spoke of a better world, a better kingdom, a kingdom that belongs to heaven. This
world is not our permanent home. We are only passing through. Our everlasting home and
citizenship belong to the heavenly kingdom.

As we reflect upon Proverbs 8:35, “For whoever finds me finds life and receives favor
from the Lord,” we realize that our true lives are found in Jesus Christ. It took me a long
time to discover that finding the wisdom of God and experiencing true life means meeting
the person of Jesus Christ. It is through a personal relationship with him that we receive the
wisdom to do all that God has designed and chosen for us to do. This is life itself.

Not only that, but to find this life is to obtain the favor of God—God’s blessing over
our lifetime. If I have the favor of God, what else could I want or even need? This is an
amazing privilege; I can flow under the favor of God! This leads us to redemption and Ephe-

sians 5:14, “For the light makes everything visible. This is why it is said, ‘Awake, O sleeper,
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rise up from the dead, and Christ will give you light
When Christ gives us light, things happen! We cannot oversoak our hearts in these
truths. As we consistently reflect upon God’s Word, we experience communion with the
Holy Spirit and receive his revelation. This positions us to have the Holy Spirit share with us
what God wants us to know in any given moment. It is only by knowing and applying the

Word of God every day that we can experience consistent Son Power.

A SONBURST OF REVELATION TO GROW BY: SON POWER RELEASED

This Sonburst shows how Son Power is released in our lives. Simply stated, if we are living
by the Spirit, our lives will display his power. When the Spirit’s power is displayed, we will
personally experience God’s work in us and through us and see his power displayed in the

world around us.

Galatians 5:25 says, “Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading
in every part of our lives” The relationship we have with God will create within us a desire
to live by the Spirit and to follow his leading.

This moves us to revelation and Galatians 5:16, “So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide

your lives. Then you won't be doing what your sinful nature craves.” We are told we will not
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go after what the sinful nature wants to pursue if we choose to have the Spirit guide how we
think, feel, and act. That to me is a true Sonburst revelation. I want to soak my heart in that

verse and have it flow out of me.
God tells us how to accomplish this as we reflect upon Romans 8:5-6:

Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about sinful things, but
those who are controlled by the Holy Spirit think about things that please the
Spirit. So letting your sinful nature control your mind leads to death. But letting

the Spirit control your mind leads to life and peace.

We must set our minds on what the Spirit desires. How do we find out what the Spirit
desires? We do that by reading the Word of God, discussing it, thinking about it, and letting
our insight guide our behavior. Be ready to apply God’s Word to your life situations and
allow Son Power to give you the wisdom and strength to act. In fact, if we do that, Romans
8:6 tells us that we will experience life and peace. There you have it. Whoever controls our
minds has control of us. This is why Paul said, “We take captive every thought to make it
obedient to Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5, NIV).

We take this one more step by applying Romans 8:13, “For if you live by its dictates,
you will die. But if through the power of the Spirit you put to death the deeds of your sinful
nature, you will live.” God gives us Son Power to overcome sin. Think about that. Sow this
verse to the Spirit, then as you step into your activity for the day, ask the Spirit to put to
death your sinful desires. What a wonderful adventure it is to live life not governed by the
desires of the body or the thoughts of the mind. The Spirit promises to bring us freedom
if we live life with him, listening for his guidance and acting on his promptings. When we
practice what is illustrated in this Sonburst, we will experience the power that only comes
from God.

A SONBURST OF LIFE TO GROW BY: SON POWER GENERATES A LIFE OF VICTORY!

In reality it is difficult to separate each Sonburst into a single ray. The concepts and verses
are synergistic in that they overlap and interact with each other. Properly understood and
used, they enable us to follow a spiritual road map that leads us to communion and cooper-
ation with the Holy Spirit. In addition, as we study and reflect on Scripture, we will discover
multiple applications for our lives. It is the Spirit who gives us this revelation, “It was to

us that God revealed these things by his Spirit. For his Spirit searches out everything and
shows us God’s deep secrets” (1 Corinthians 2:10).

Here is another application of the same four verses used in the preceding Sonburst:
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We begin in the same place with Galatians 5:25, “Since we are living by the Spirit, let
us follow the Spirit’s leading in every part of our lives,” but put our focus in a different place.
Because God is our Father, we are directed to live under his control as our commander and
chief. When we submit to his authority we will not fulfill the passions and desires of the
flesh, for Galatians 5:16 tells us, “So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t
be doing what your sinful nature craves.”

Such control by the Spirit can be realized when we set our minds on what the Spirit
desires for us. Each one of us needs to be eager to do the will of God, rather than focusing

our minds on the passions and desires of the flesh. Romans 8:5-6 reminds us:

Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about sinful things, but
those who are controlled by the Holy Spirit think about things that please the
Spirit. So letting your sinful nature control your mind leads to death. But letting

the Spirit control your mind leads to life and peace.

This leads us to Romans 8:13, “For if you live by its dictates, you will die. But if
through the power of the Spirit you put to death the deeds of your sinful nature, you will

live”
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The redemptive step of faith is taken when we ask God to take control of how we
think, feel, and act. As we practice these principles we will grow in Christ.

These are key verses to soak, sow, and flow with in our everyday lives. Reflect on
them often. Choose to take a step of faith to make them a reality in your life. Talk often to
God about them, asking him to make them a reality in your life. He will do so as you trust

him to do it.

GROWING IN FAITH

To live righteously, one needs supernatural power. This supernatural power comes to us
through the Holy Spirit and it is through God’s Word that we learn about this power and
what it can accomplish.

Faith is the key. Faith releases the Son Power of God. Faith and trust in self will fail
for all of our true power is sourced in Jesus Christ. Paul said it well, “Our great power is

from God, not from ourselves” (2 Corinthians 4:7).
Fortunately, God has already made this resource available to us.

By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly
life. We have received all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us
to himself by means of his marvelous glory and excellence. And because of his
glory and excellence, he has given us great and precious promises. These are
the promises that enable you to share his divine nature and escape the world’s

corruption caused by human desires.
—2 Peter 1:3-4

All authority and power have been given to Jesus Christ both in this world and the

world to come. He is the only true King!

I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for
us who believe him. This is the same mighty power that raised Christ from the
dead and seated him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly
realms. Now he is far above any ruler or authority or power or leader or any-
thing else—not only in this world but also in the world to come.

—Ephesians 1:19-21

This is an incredible statement of the power of God working on behalf of all believ-

ers in this world. This is the resurrection power of God used to raise Jesus Christ from the
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dead. No power anywhere exists that can raise the dead. Even the great power of the sun is
powerless to do this. The power of the atomic bomb, hydrogen bomb, and EMP device are
all powerless to raise the dead. Nothing can be compared to the amazing resurrection power
of Jesus Christ.

By faith we accept Scripture as a true documentation from God, and we increase our

understanding of who God is and how he works when we

study it. In the book of Acts we read, “For in Him [the res- Faith releases the Son

urrected Christ] we live and move and have our being” (Acts Power of God.
17:28, NKJV). Son-powered living flows from Jesus Christ

through his Holy Spirit to each one of us.

EXPERIENCING POWER

Solomon noted, “Just as you cannot understand the path of the wind or the mystery of a tiny
baby growing in its mother’s womb, so you cannot understand the activity of God, who does
all things” (Ecclesiastes 11:5). This verse reminds us that the unseen power of God is always

at work.

God works in many ways, many of which we cannot see, as his Spirit guides, directs,
and leads us. When we allow the Holy Spirit to control our lives, he is constantly working to
transform us and consistently working through us.

What does this really mean? It means that as you surrender to the Holy Spirit’s con-

trol, he is working in you to accomplish God’s purposes as you

... focus on gloritying God through worship, obedience, and service

Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us,
to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.
—Ephesians 3:20

... experience freedom to live righteously

For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and sisters. But don't
use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom to
serve one another in love.

—Galatians 5:13

... live a life of promise and blessing
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It is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.
—Philippians 2:13, NIV

... face temptation
The temptations in your life are no different from what others experience. And
God is faithful. He will not allow the temptation to be more than you can stand.
When you are tempted, he will show you a way out so that you can endure.

—1 Corinthians 10:13

... confront times of adversity

The Lord is close to all who call on him, yes, to all who call on him in truth.
—DPsalm 145:18

... seek direction
If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all
without finding fault, and it will be given to you.

—James 1:5, NIV

... encounter times of fear or anxiety or disappointment

God is our refuge and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble.
—DPsalm 46:1

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you the ways in which he is empowering you through

the moments of your days. Ask him to fill you with supernatural power to live a life of pur-

pose and passion. Read God’s Word and allow it to fill your mind and your heart so that Son

Power might be a force in your life that makes a difference.

Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us,

to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. Glory to him in the

church and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever and ever!
—Ephesians 3:20-21

78



SON POWER AT WORK

1. In what ways do you currently see Jesus shining through your life?
2. In what ways are you currently seeing Son Power released in your life?
3. In what area(s) do you most need the Holy Spirit to work in your life?

Ask for Son Power to be released into your circumstances.

Talk to God
Scripture Meditation
“The message of the cross is foolish
to those who are headed for destruction!
But we who are being saved
know it is the very power of God.”
(1 Corinthians 1:18)

Prayer

Thank you, Lord, for the life-giving message of the cross and for living your
life in me. Thank you that the power of the cross has crucified the passions and
desires of the flesh in me as I depend on it (Galatians 5:24). Thank you for re-
vealing to me the foolishness of this temporary world’s lures and temptations.
Father, I cannot thank you enough for revealing the power of these truths to
me and for the impact they can have on my everyday living. I want to live a
life of victory with the power that comes from the Holy Spirit. I ask you to fill
me now with him, and I choose to flow now under his control. Thank you for

accomplishing this in my life. Amen.
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Memorize and Meditate

1. Bill Bright, His Intimate Presence. Experiencing the Transforming Power of the Holy Spirit
(Orlando, FL: NewLife Publications, 2003), 1
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LIVING THE SON-POWERED LIFE
DAY BY DAY

The Lord your God is living among you.
—Zephaniah 3:17

ur relationship with God is not passive or dormant; it is dynamic, full of purpose, active,
ﬂcreative, and productive. In order to accomplish all that God has willed for us, it is critical
that we utilize the time we have on earth. We are here for such a short time, and Scripture
actually instructs us to “number our days” (see Psalm 90:12, NIV).

God has created us in Christ Jesus to do good works (see Ephesians 2:10, NIV). And
we need to be busy doing them until he either comes for us or we physically die and go to
live with him. It is our responsibility to be the hands and feet and voice of Jesus. God has
taken each one of us, transformed us, and now has a plan for how we can make a difference
in his world.

I personally have experienced how God can take a totally self-absorbed, selfish,
self-ambitious person (do you see the word self showing up in every adjective?) who lived
a life consumed with pursuing earthly goals, giving no thought to what happens after one
leaves this world, and transformed that individual into a person committed to helping fulfill
the Great Commission of Jesus Christ. Prior to Jesus Christ coming into my life, I listened
strictly to the message of this world. I had no time for or interest in God’s Word. I had earth-
ly goals to pursue. Surely, earthly treasure was my god. Then, after hearing the good news of
the salvation of Jesus Christ, I invited him into my life to be my personal Lord and Savior.

In KingdomNomics and Converterlator 1 wrote about some of the experiences God used
to transform my worldview, and subsequently, the use of my time, talent, and treasure. At
times, it has been traumatic, painful, and confusing, as I progressed from a person who was

pursuing more and more of the world’s riches to a kingdom boy who desires more and more
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of Christ. But all along God has been renewing and energizing me for a new mission in this
life. Over the years I've learned a few important principles for living the Son-powered life

day by day.

DRILY COMMITMENT TO GOD'S PURPOSES

Our relationship with God through the saving work of Jesus Christ, his Son, gives us a new
mission for life. As we embrace this new mission, we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to

not only want something new for our lives, but to accomplish that new purpose or goal as

- — well. Isaiah 43:19 tells us, “I am about to do something new.
Our relationship with

God through the saving
work of Jesus Christ, across my path who have helped me, a small businessman with

See, I have already begun!” In my life, God has brought people

his Son, gives us a new  no platform, to help develop what is now a worldwide endeavor
mission for life. for reaching the world for Christ. These new friends in Christ

were the ones who suggested that I establish the KingdomNom-

ics worldwide ministry. They have partnered with me, providing expertise in technology
and marketing that have enabled me to embark on a new endeavor for the sake of Christ.

I have seen God take very little, almost nothing, and exponentially multiply it on a
scale beyond what any person could possibly have dreamed of or imagined on their own.

The prophet Isaiah recorded for us:

“Now I will tell you new things, secrets you have not yet heard. They are brand
new, not things from the past. So you cannot say, ‘We knew that all the time!’
Yes, I will tell you of things that are entirely new, things you never heard of be-

fore”
—Isaiah 48:6-8

All of this project is something totally new to me. God has made me hear new things,
hidden things from me that I knew nothing about. The exciting part of following God’s pur-
poses is that he is truly in the creation business. He is always doing something new.

Isaiah 43:18-21 describes what can occur in the life of a person who has a living rela-

tionship with God.

“Do not remember the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I
will do a new thing, now it shall spring forth; shall you not know it? I will even
make a road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. The beast of the field will
honor Me, the jackals and the ostriches, because I give waters in the wilderness

and rivers in the desert, to give drink to My people, My chosen. This people I
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have formed for Myself; they shall declare My praise.” (NKJV)

Isaiah is telling us to forget the past with all of its disappointments, unfortunate
experiences, and pain and concentrate on what God is doing now. We need to pay attention
to him and then we will see the opportunities he is presenting to us and will be able to take
proper advantage of them.

What this means is that we must daily be committed to living for God’s purposes.

For the grace of God has been revealed, bringing salvation to all people. And we
are instructed to turn from godless living and sinful pleasures. We should live in
this evil world with wisdom, righteousness, and devotion to God, while we look
forward with hope to that wonderful day when the glory of our great God and
Savior, Jesus Christ, will be revealed. He gave his life to free us from every kind
of sin, to cleanse us, and to make us his very own people, totally committed to
doing good deeds.

—Titus 2:11-14

Son-powered living is all about embracing God’s plan and purpose for each day. All
of us have been given time, talent, and treasure to be used for the advancement of God’s
kingdom. It is critical that we learn how to apply Son Power to our endeavors so that we can

accomplish all that God has designed for us.

DAILY COMMITMENT TO GOD'S WORD

Are you reading and studying God’s Word every day, letting its message soak into your mind
and heart? As we consider the lives of the great Bible heroes, we see that they depended on
the Word of God to guide and direct them. God told Joshua that if he wanted to be success-
ful he would need to meditate on God’s Word (see Joshua 1:8). David valued God’s Word
more than thousands of pieces of gold and silver (see Psalm 19:10). Job said he treasured
God’s Word more than his daily food (see Job 23:12). Jeremiah said when he found God’s
words he ate them and they became his heart’s delight (see Jeremiah 15:16).

Hebrews 4:12 tells us, “For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than
the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It
exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.” The Holy Spirit uses the Word of God to lead
and direct us. We can trust the Word and the Spirit to guide us.

A Sonburst of Revelation to Grow By: POWER OF THE WORD

God’s Word is powerful and we need to sow the truths of his Word into the soil of our
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hearts, giving it a chance to grow and work inside of us. I like to think of God’s Word as if it
is powerful medicine. In order for medicine to work in us we need to swallow it and inter-
nalize it. We must do the same with the Word of God. We need to read it, get it inside of us,
and actually internalize it.

The more we soak in God’s Word and the more we reflect on it, the more we will be
empowered by the Holy Spirit to apply it to our lives.

Consider the verses in the following Sonburst:

Deuteronomy 8:3 says, “People do not live by bread alone; rather, we live by every
word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.” Our very relationship with God is given life
by his Word. It may seem difficult to think past our daily food, but our life with God is sus-
tained by his Word.

I believe this verse is further illuminated for us by John 6:63: “The Spirit alone gives
eternal life. Human effort accomplishes nothing. And the very words I have spoken to you
are spirit and life” Jesus is the one speaking in this passage and he tells us, “the very words
I have spoken to you are spirit and life” (emphasis added). These are the words of power for
our everyday living! Our life is actually empowered by the very words of God. In what ways

would your life truly be transformed if you were to read and apply God’s Word to your life
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situations every single day?

As we continue to reflect on the principle of power in the Word of God, I am remind-
ed of Hebrews 4:12: “For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharp-
est two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes
our innermost thoughts and desires” (emphasis added). Those are powerful words. When
I am frustrated or exhausted or discouraged, I think back to this verse and am reminded
of the power of God’s Word to act. When I take time to think about God’s Word, the Holy

Spirit gives me clarity to deal with the situations going on in my life.
I am often reminded of 1 Thessalonians 2:13:

We never stop thanking God that when you received his message from us, you
didn’t think of our words as mere human ideas. You accepted what we said as
the very word of God—which, of course, it is. And this word continues to work

in you who believe.

This word continues to work in you. Son Power is released in us through God’s Word!
As we read and study and apply God’s Word to our lives, we will be transformed ...

and we will be empowered. Son Power flows out of us as God’s Word works in us.

DRILY COMMITMENT TO EXALTING CHRIST

The apostle Paul was committed to exalting Jesus Christ in all things. In Colossians 1:15-20

we read:

We look at this Son and see the God who cannot be seen. We look at this Son
and see God’s original purpose in everything created. For everything, absolutely
everything, above and below, visible and invisible, rank after rank after rank
of angels—everything got started in him and finds its purpose in him. He was
there before any of it came into existence and holds it all together right up to this

moment. And when it comes to the church, he organizes and holds it together,
like a head does a body.

He was supreme in the beginning and—leading the resurrection parade—he
is supreme in the end. From beginning to end he’s there, towering far above
everything, everyone. So spacious is he, so roomy, that everything of God finds
its proper place in him without crowding. Not only that, but all the broken and

dislocated pieces of the universe—people and things, animals and atoms—get
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properly fixed and fit together in vibrant harmonies, all because of his death, his
blood that poured down from the cross.

—The Message

When we take time to read God’s Word, it reminds us of our focus ... God’s glory. In
this passage, we see Paul focusing on everything he knew about Christ. Even in the midst of
incredible preaching success, Paul stayed true to his message of exalting Christ.

However, it wasn’t always easy for Paul. In his second letter to the Corinthians, Paul
had this to say:

We think you ought to know, dear brothers and sisters, about the trouble we
went through in the province of Asia. We were crushed and overwhelmed be-
yond our ability to endure, and we thought we would never live through it. In
fact, we expected to die. But as a result, we stopped relying on ourselves and
learned to rely only on God, who raises the dead. And he did rescue us from
mortal danger, and he will rescue us again. We have placed our confidence in
him, and he will continue to rescue us.

—2 Corinthians 1:8-10

I love where Paul says, “We have placed our confidence in him.” Paul knew that he
had been delivered by God’s power. Hard and scary times are difficult to endure, but God
may lead us from time to time to experience them so that the

It is the Holy Spirit work- life of Christ might be manifested in us. It is in the tough times
ing in us and through us
that allows us to continue

to exalt Christ no matter
our circumstances. continue to exalt Christ no matter our circumstances.

that we learn to trust in the power of God to deliver us. It is

the Holy Spirit working in us and through us that allows us to

DAILY COMMITMENT TO PRAYER

Talking to God about all of our life and believing he will answer our prayers is critical
for the life of every Christian. As we talk with God about our life situations, the Holy Spirit
empowers us with wisdom, guidance, and the strength to deal with each one. The Bible is
clear that God will answer our prayers as we take time to soak in his Word. Jesus said, “Ask
and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to
you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks,
the door will be opened” (Matthew 7:7-8, NIV). And later in the New Testament we read,
“This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to

his will, he hears us” (1 John 5:14, NIV). So often we want God to accomplish our will. It is
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important that we align ourselves with his will. As we pray, we need to ask God to enable us
to see how he sees our current situation and pray for his solution.
Whether we are facing everyday life, difficulties, or ministry opportunities, I believe
Son Power is available to us in equal measure. No matter what I am experiencing or what
kind of decision I need to make, I use this equation to help me remember to rely on Son
Power:
Prayer + Supply of the Spirit = Deliverance

The principle here is that prayer (talking to God) about the problem or situation plus the
supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ will result in our deliverance. It is the supply of the Spirit
that gives us life and empowers us to confront life.

Here is a Sonburst I developed related to this core concept.

A Sonburst of Revelation to Grow By:
PRAYER + SUPPLY OF THE SPIRIT DELIVERS ME!

Our relationship with God is brought about through revelation from the Spirit of
God. Philippians 1:19 says, “For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through

your prayer and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ” (NKJV). In this verse, we actually
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see all of the components of the equation: prayer, the Sprit, and deliverance. But this is still
all grounded in our relationship with God. You can’t have a conversation (pray) with some-
one you don't really have a relationship with.

God chooses to reveal himself to us. In 1 Corinthians 2:10 we read, “It was to us that
God revealed these things by his Spirit. For his Spirit searches out everything and shows us
God’s deep secrets” (emphasis added). It is the Spirit who reveals all of these things to us.
Only he knows the mind of God. He searches everything including the deep things of God
and reveals them to us. When we take time to pray, we position ourselves to receive God’s

wisdom through the Spirit.
As we reflect on what this means for our lives we read in Philippians 4:6-7:

Don't worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you
need, and thank him for all he has done. Then you will experience God’s peace,
which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts

and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.

The Spirit is constantly working to deliver us from our fears and anxieties, filling us
with God’s peace instead.

And then we move on to the redemption phase of the Sonburst which leads us to Phi-
lippians 4:19: “And this same God who takes care of me will supply all your needs from his
glorious riches, which have been given to us in Christ Jesus.” God will supply all our needs.

As we face each day, we can be confident that God is working in us to take care of us.

DRILY SETTING OUR EYES ON THE PRIZE

It’s difficult to stay focused. Many things vie for our attention: family, friends, work, hobbies,
sports. Many of these things are good, but they can actually get in the way of God’s plans
and purposes for us. Paul wrote, “I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking
forward to what lies ahead, I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly
prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us” (Philippians 3:13-14, emphasis
added). As you consider your days, do they just “happen” or do you actually plan how you
are going to use your time? Are you focusing on earthly goals or heavenly goals? And how
do you balance it all? As we focus on God’s purposes, read his Word and apply it to our
lives, and take time to discuss all of it with God, the Holy Spirit will empower us to keep our
eyes on the heavenly prize. But it takes time. Time every day with God.

And in the process, it is imperative that we choose to bring every thought into cap-
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tive obedience to Christ (see 2 Corinthians 10:5, NIV) so we can live in accordance with his
will and plan for our lives.

One of the ways that I accomplish this in my life is to ask the Holy Spirit to control
my mind. Romans 8:6 tells us, “The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind
governed by the Spirit is life and peace” (NIV). There’s a lot of garbage out there to feed your
mind. But when your mind is controlled by the Holy Spirit the Bible tells us we will experi-
ence life and peace.

Philippians 4:6-7 is a favorite passage of mine: “Do not be anxious about anything,
but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus” (NIV). I cannot tell you how many

times the Spirit, by controlling my mind, has brought me great ¢ is imperative that we
choose to bring every

thought into captive
anxiety. As we focus on the Word of God, the Holy Spirit guides pbedience to Christ.

peace, thereby guarding both my mind and heart from fear and

and directs our everyday decisions, and it helps us to keep our

focus in the right place.

DAILY PERSEVERANCE

I know God has work to do in my heart. It needs to be cleansed so I can be a fit vessel for use
by him (see 2 Timothy 2:20-22, ESV). And so, I daily ask God to shed the light of his pres-
ence into the inner recesses of my heart to show me whatever needs to be changed. Then his
Word can prosper and accomplish in my heart whatever is needed to be done to strengthen
it for his purposes as the Spirit works within me.

As his Word grows in my heart, I am set free. I begin to see the finger of God at work
in me and in my circumstances. I learn to trust him, and by the power of the Holy Spirit I
learn to put to death all of the sinful desires and works of the flesh that want control over my
life. However, this can be a painful process, and sometimes I simply want to jump ship.

There is so much we do not understand and so much for us to learn. It can be daunt-
ing. However, I make it my daily goal to concentrate on what I do understand from God’s
Word and what he reveals to me along life’s pathway. My desire, plan, and purpose is to
do what he has revealed to me in this moment. I want to make sure I am faithful in doing
the work assigned to me by God now. By keeping my focus on what God’s Word is
telling me, I keep my focus on God’s plans and purposes. The New Testament encourages us

with these words:

[May you be] strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so
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that you may have great endurance and patience.
—Colossians 1:11, NIV

In view of all this, make every effort to respond to God’s promises. Supplement
your faith with a generous provision of moral excellence, and moral excellence
with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with patient
endurance, and patient endurance with godliness.

—2 Peter 1:5-6

God’s ways are not our ways. He often uses people and circumstances that we could
never have imagined to work out his will in our lives. Solomon said it well, “Just as you can-
not understand the path of the wind ... so you cannot understand the activity of God, who
does all things” (Ecclesiastes 11:5).

Jesus himself used the same imagery when he told about how a person is born of the
Spirit, “The wind blows wherever it wants. Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where
it comes from or where it is going, so you can’t explain how people are born of the Spirit”
(John 3:8).

We cannot understand the path of the wind or the activity of God. However, even
though the wind is unseen, we can see manifestations of the wind when it blows. We see the
flag waving in the wind. We see a leaf skip down the street. We see the trees swaying in the
summer breeze. There is power in the wind, sometimes slight sometimes magnificent.

When I consider the many places where the wind is mentioned in the Bible, I see
God’s power. God used the wind to blow the plague of locusts onto Egypt, and then he used
it to blow the locusts into the Red Sea. He used the wind to hold back the waters of the Red
Sea so the Hebrews could pass over on the dry land. He used the wind to bring quail to feed
the people in the wilderness. Psalm 104:3 tells us, “You [God] make the clouds your char-
iot; you ride upon the wings of the wind.” God used the sound of the wind when the Holy
Spirit came upon the disciples at Pentecost, and they were empowered by the Holy Spirit to
accomplish incredible things for the Kingdom. God works in many different ways.

God is still at work through the power of the Holy Spirit in the lives of believers
today. We need to adjust the sails of our lives to the winds of the Spirit. We must be discern-
ing. We are not to simply sit around waiting for the wind to change so that it is blowing in
the direction we might want it to blow. We must fine-tune our sails to the direction of the

Holy Spirit's movement and say, “The sails are up, and the power is on!”

SON POWER AT WORK

1. As you consider your daily commitment to God’s purposes, God’s Word, exalt-
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ing Christ, prayer, keeping your eyes on the prize, and perseverance, in which
area do you need more focus?

2. What steps can you begin to take to grow in any one of these areas?

3. Ask the Holy Spirit to heighten your awareness of his presence and working in
your life, and start paying close attention to the ways in which he is moving in

your life. Thank God for his presence and power displayed in and through you.

Talk to God
Scripture Meditation
“Now all glory to God, who is able,
through his mighty power at work within us,
to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.”
(Ephesians 3:20)

Prayer

My Father, I come before you grateful for the many things you are teaching
me in your Word. I pray that I would be cleansed in order to be the type of ves-
sel you can use to accomplish great things for your kingdom. I want to be used

to accomplish infinitely more for your glory than I could ever imagine.

I know you have a work to do in my heart. I invite you to shed the light of
your presence into the inner recesses of my heart in order to change whatever
needs to be changed. May your Word grow in my heart and accomplish what-
ever is needed to be done to strengthen me to achieve your plans and purpos-

es.

I ask you to empower me through the Holy Spirit to daily focus on your
purposes, to daily spend time in your Word, to daily exalt Christ and find time
to pray. I ask for the Holy Spirit’s power to enable me to keep my eyes on the
prize for which you have called me and to give me the strength to persevere.
May the principles presented in your Word become the focus of my life, and
may I glorify you in all that I do. Amen.
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Memorize and Meditate

94



95



96



9

=

FACING SPIRITUAL OPPOSITION
HEAD ON

God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and
self-discipline.
—2 Timothy 1.7

et’s face it, the difficulties we see and experience on a daily basis are beyond our ability
I-to fix. Satan is doing everything he can to convince us that we really don’t need God or
his power working in us, for us, or through us. The world around us continues to become
increasingly hostile to anything remotely related to God and his purposes. But the fact
remains, a life without God is a life without meaning or purpose. How do we deal with the
opposition we inevitably are encountering?

We begin by remembering this: “Jesus gave his life for our sins, just as God our
Father planned, in order to rescue us from this evil world in which we live” (Galatians 1:4,
emphasis added).

The Bible is clear that we are facing a very real enemy. Paul wrote these words to the
Ephesians: “For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers
and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against
evil spirits in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12).

It is for this very reason that it is important for us to understand the Son-powered
life.

We need to be prepared and ready for war against these unseen powers with the

weaponry that God has readied for us in order that we might live a life of victory. However,

We don’t wage war as humans do. We use God’s mighty weapons, not worldly

weapons, to knock down the strongholds of human reasoning and to destroy
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false arguments. We destroy every proud obstacle that keeps people from know-
ing God. We capture their rebellious thoughts and teach them to obey Christ.
—2 Corinthians 10:3-5

Real power belongs to God. The prophet Jeremiah reminds us of this important
fact.

O Sovereign Lord! You made the heavens and earth by your strong hand and
powerful arm. Nothing is too hard for you!
—Jeremiah 32:17

“I am the Lord, the God of all the peoples of the world. Is anything too hard for
me?”
—Jeremiah 32:27

And then in the New Testament we read:

As it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart
of man the things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” But God
has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things,
yes, the deep things of God. For what man knows the things of a man except
the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God
except the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but
the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely
given to us by God.

—1 Corinthians 2:9-12, NKJV

It is the Holy Spirit that gives us all things freely in a spiritual sense, and only he can

It is critical that we search the deep things of God and reveal them to us. It is he

depend on God’s power  that makes the promises of God work in us. For this reason, it is

released in us through  rjtica] that we depend on God’s power released in us through

the Spirit to face what- . iy e :

P /i .. the Spirit to face whatever spiritual opposition is coming at us.
ever spiritual opposition
is coming at us. I often use 2 Corinthians 13:14 as a personal prayer,

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with [me].” When I am fellowshipping with the Holy
Spirit, God the Father can direct my heart into his love and the grace of the Lord Jesus

Christ, and it is from this point that I can receive revelation. It is the Holy Spirit that reveals
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God’s plans and purposes to us, and by him we experience the power and presence of the
Father and the Son. It is this power and presence that gives us the necessary weapons to face
spiritual opposition and obstacles.

In my life, I have found that I need to engage powerful weapons when it comes to
protecting myself against Satan’s schemes. Satan will use whatever means he can to devour
my time, talent, and treasure and to keep me from using my resources for God’s purposes
and his glory. Over time I have discovered five “Power Weapons” for fighting against Satan.

These weapons are entirely dependent on God’s power and not my own.

POWER WEAPON 1: CALL ON GOD

Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which

you do not know.
—Jeremiah 33:3, NKJV

This is a statement made by the Creator of the universe himself! When I first read this
verse, my first thought was, How can this overwhelming promise become personally opera-
tive in my life? The statement seems so simple, but the reality of it is almost beyond belief ...
almighty God will answer me! All I need to do is call out to him.

Second Chronicles 16:9 explains, “The eyes of the Lord search the whole earth in
order to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him?” I want my heart to be
fully committed to God because then I can be strengthened and empowered by him.

We need to remember how great the counsel of God is and how mighty his work is.

By his mighty power he created the heavens and earth. Throughout the Old and New Tes-

taments we read of his intervention in the lives of his people. As -
God has promised to

we expand our knowledge and experience of just how great God /
answer us!

is, we will more quickly remember to turn to him when the going

gets rough.

God has promised to answer us! He has promised to show us great and mighty
things! He has promised to strengthen us! I want to pursue God as the first priority in my
life. I want to be a Converterlator, an agent of change. I want to fulfill the Great Commission
by strategically investing my time, talent, treasure in God’s purposes. I want to call on God

... first ... when I need help and guidance and protection.

POWER WEAPON 2: FOCUS ON GOD'S POWER THROUGH JESUS CHRIST

God stretches the northern sky over empty space and hangs the earth on noth-
ing.

—Job 26:7
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He stirs up the sea with His power, and by His understanding He breaks up the
storm.
—Job 26:12, NKJV

By His Spirit He adorned the heavens; His hand pierced the fleeing serpent. In-
deed these are the mere edges of His ways, and how small a whisper we hear of
Him! But the thunder of His power who can understand?

—Job 26:13-14, NKJV

When we take time to reflect on God’s power, were amazed. And this in turn expands
our vision of what God can do in us and through us. Images of God’s power are presented

throughout the entire Bible. And yet, even then, we only see the “mere edges” of his ways.

God sent Jesus Christ His power gives us great confidence that he can overcome

into this world to bring ~ anything that is causing difficulty in our lives. His presence can

us salvation and hope. dissolve any obstacle. Since he is the creator of all things, he

knows all about our world and has the creative ability to deal
with anything that is in need of repair.

God sent Jesus Christ into this world to bring us salvation and hope. I have often
heard it said, Jesus is “God with skin on.” Jesus Christ is God incarnate, God embodied
in human flesh. Because of Jesus Christ we have seen God at work in our world: loving
people, healing disease, doing miracles, raising people from the dead. It is this power that
we can rely on.

I am a huge fan of acrostics, which are poems, word puzzles, or other compositions
in which certain letters in each line form a word or words. An acrostic can help bring to
mind important topics. For me, most often my acrostics are words associated with key Bible
verses that help me remember key attributes of God. Here is one of the acrostics I have
developed that helps me remember that when I call on the power of Christ, he will, through
the Holy Spirit, provide what I need. The word is CHRIST, with each letter giving me a key
attribute of God. I've then associated a key verse with each attribute. This word is important

to me, but it is not a formula. You can put an acrostic together on your own.

C Companionship
God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you” So we say
with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can mere
mortals do to me?”
—Hebrews 13:5-6, NIV
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H Hope
Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
—Romans 15:13, NKJV

R Revelation
He reveals deep and secret things; He knows what is in the darkness, And
light dwells with Him.
—Daniel 2:22, NKJV

I I
My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but
Christ lives in me. So I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himself for me.
—Galatians 2:20

S Submission
For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling
down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts
itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to
the obedience of Christ.”
—2 Corinthians 10:4-5, NKJV

T Trust
Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. Take
delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart. Commit
your way to the Lord; trust in him and he will do this: He will make your
righteous reward shine like the dawn, your vindication like the noonday sun.
—DPsalm 37:3-6, NIV

When I soak my mind and heart on this acrostic and its accompanying verses, I expe-
rience the wonderful peace and power that only come from God. I also use it in my conver-
sations with the Lord, sowing my conversation with its contents. The Holy Spirit has often
in his grace quieted my heart and mind. We can be freed and empowered when we use the

Scripture in this way.
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POWER WEAPON 3: BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT

God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has
been given to us.
—Romans 5:5, NIV

That is what the Scriptures mean when they say, “No eye has seen, no ear has
heard, and no mind has imagined what God has prepared for those who love
him?” But it was to us that God revealed these things by his Spirit. For his Spirit
searches out everything and shows us God’s deep secrets.

—1 Corinthians 2:9-10

We live by the Spirit. When we are filled with the Spirit, we will not fulfill our own
desires, but those that God has given us. We are talking Son Power here, power that enables
us to accomplish all that God has for us to do and be.

You and I are like ink pens. An ink pen is an instrument to be used by another. With-
out ink, the pen is useless. A pen without ink is left on the desk. Only with ink is it fit for
use by the writer and prepared for the mission it was designed for. The Spirit is the “ink” in
us. In order for us to be instruments God can pick up and use to continue “writing his sto-
ry” in our world, we need to be filled with the ink of the Holy Spirit. When we are filled, we
can flow with the Spirit into our daily lives with his power. This Son-powered life overcomes
our sinful nature. For as Paul said in his letter to the Galatians, “Those who live only to sat-
isfy their own sinful nature will harvest decay and death from that sinful nature. But those

who live to please the Spirit will harvest everlasting life from the Spirit” (Galatians 6:8).

A Sonburst of Revelation to Grow By: SON POWER IN ME!
As we consider being filled with the Holy Spirit, it is helpful to take a look at two passages in
Ephesians, linking them in a Sonburst diagram. In these verses, Paul is helping us to under-

stand just how great God’s power is.
Ephesians 1:17-21 says,

Asking God, the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to give you spiritual
wisdom and insight so that you might grow in your knowledge of God. I pray
that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand the confi-
dent hope he has given to those he called—his holy people who are his rich and

glorious inheritance. I also pray that you will understand the incredible great-
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ness of God’s power for us who believe him. This is the same mighty power that
raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honor at God’s right
hand in the heavenly realms. Now he is far above any ruler or authority or power

or leader or anything else—not only in this world but also in the world to come.

Take a look at the defining words of relationship found in these verses: “those he
has called” and “his holy people.” These key phrases provide the foundation for all that we
experience because of the relationship we have with God: “spiritual wisdom and insight,”
“knowledge,” “light,” “confident hope,” “rich and glorious inheritance,” “understand[ing of]
the incredible greatness of God’s power.” All of these are imparted to us through the work of
the Holy Spirit.

As we move on to Ephesians 3:17-18 it is revealed to us that “Christ will make his
home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep
you strong. And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how
wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is”

Continued reflection on this passage leads us to verse 19 which says, “May you expe-
rience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will be made

complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from God.”
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The “fullness of life and power” leads us to the redemption of verse 20, “Now all glory
to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely
more than we might ask or think” God works his mighty power within us to accomplish

more than we might ask or think. The key phrase is at the

When we are filled with
the Spirit, we will not
Sfulfill our own desires,
but those that God has  actually do in our lives and circumstances if we truly soak, sow,

beginning of the verse ... all glory to God! Our view of God is

frequently far too small. We often fail to believe what God can

given us. and flow in currents of the winds of divine Son Power. Imagine
being filled with the fullness of God!
Let’s take a step of faith and flow with the Spirit while he does more than any of us

can ask, think, or imagine according to his immeasurable power that is at work in us.

POWER WEAPON 4: USE THE RRMOR OF GOD

Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on all of God’s armor so that
you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. For we are not
fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities
of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil
spirits in the heavenly places. Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so
you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the battle you
will still be standing firm. Stand your ground, putting on the belt of truth and
the body armor of God’s righteousness. For shoes, put on the peace that comes
from the Good News so that you will be fully prepared. In addition to all of
these, hold up the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows of the devil. Put on
salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word
of God. Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be
persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere.

—Ephesians 6:10-18

This passage presents one of the most powerful truths in the Bible: we have the ability
to protect ourselves against the attacks of Satan. Read the passage again and identify the
various pieces of armor: belt of truth, body armor of God’s righteousness, shoes of peace
that come from the Good News, shield of faith, helmet of salvation. All of these represent
defensive armor; things that will protect us from Satan’s attacks. When we are under attack,
we often don’t think about using God s truth, righteousness, peace, Good News, faith, or
salvation. These words seem to lack power. But we need to remember they are not words,

they are tools in the hands of the Holy Spirit to empower us.
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There is one offensive item listed in this passage, and that is the Word of God. Paul
calls it the “sword of the Spirit.” It is the weapon used to aggressively counter the overtures
of Satan as he attempts to ensnare us in his strategies of stealing, killing, and destroying. It
is only when we soak our hearts in the Word of God, so much so that it actually becomes a
part of our spiritual DNA that we will be able to use this weapon effectively.

I like to combine the Word of God into what I refer to as a spiritual “Molotov cock-
tail” A Molotov cocktail is a breakable glass bottle containing a flammable substance with
some motor oil added and usually a source of ignition such as a burning cloth wick held in
place by the bottle’s stopper. It is primarily intended to set a target ablaze rather than oblit-
erate it. The wick is usually soaked in alcohol, lit, and the bottle hurled at a target. When the
bottle smashes on impact, the ensuing cloud of petrol droplets and vapor ignites, causing an
immediate fireball followed by spreading flames as the remainder of the fuel is consumed.
Due to the relative ease of production, these weapons saw widespread use by all sides in
World War II. They were very effective against light tanks and very bad for enemy morale.

As we encounter a spiritual attack, we can encapsulate a combination of verses to
create a spiritual Molotov cocktail. God has given us an incredible weapon that can and
does thwart the enemy’s attacks. Therefore, we constantly need to be soaking our hearts and
minds in the Word of God. As we develop these Word of God Molotov cocktails and throw
them at the enemy, we will experience a confident sense of expectation for Son Power to be
released.

When I am facing times of spiritual opposition or trial, specifically when I feel as
though I am unable to accomplish anything for God, here are some of the Word of God

cocktails I throw at the enemy:

He has enabled us to be ministers of his new covenant. This is a covenant not of
written laws, but of the Spirit. The old written covenant ends in death; but under
the new covenant, the Spirit gives life.

—2 Corinthians 3:6

And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in which you
once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the
power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, among
whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the
desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just
as the others.

—Ephesians 2:1-3, NKJV

105



Sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.
—Romans 6:14, NKJV

You also should consider yourselves to be dead to the power of sin and alive to
God through Christ Jesus.

—Romans 6:11

These promises communicate immeasurable power to me. As I take time to soak
them into my heart and sow them back to God, I develop a sense of expectation and ex-
citement as I anticipate his work on my behalf. God’s Word will work on our behalf when
we allow it to be used as the sword of the Spirit. As the weapon of the sword of the Spirit
is released in these spiritual cocktails, the path for us will become brighter as we see the
day approaching when Christ returns to earth to set up his kingdom. In the meantime, the

course has been set for us.

POWER WERPON 5: EXPERIENCE GOD'S GRACE

I believe one of the greatest weapons we have in our arsenal is biblical truth. When we are
in the middle of a spiritual attack or trial we can firmly stand on God’s Word. I'm including
another acrostic here, GRACE, because the verses remind me that God is working in my

life. You can easily adapt this acrostic with verses that are important to you.

G God’s Greatness
You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who
is in you is greater than he who is in the world.
—1 John 4:4, NKJV

R Rejoicing
Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it again—rejoice!
—Philippians 4:4

A Acceptance
“And the seed that fell on good soil represents those who hear and accept
God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times
as much as had been planted!”
—Mark 4:20
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C Compel
For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all,
and therefore all died.
—2 Corinthians 5:14, NIV

E Eternal Rewards
“Look, I am coming soon, bringing my reward with me to repay all people
according to their deeds.”
—Revelation 22:12

Each one of these verses represents a “power nugget” motivating us to rely on the

Son-powered life. Power nuggets are verses that fuel our everyday living.

As we learn to use the Power Weapons of calling on God, focusing on God’s power
through Jesus Christ, being filled with the Holy Spirit, using God’s armor, and experiencing
God’s GRACE, we will lead a victorious Christian life. It can be difficult to remember to turn
to God, and to his Word, when we are experiencing difficult times. However, God’s power
is what we need more than anything else in those times. Take time to soak your heart and

mind in God’s great promises, so that you will have them ready when you need them.

SON POWER AT WORK

1. Think of a time you were facing spiritual opposition (it may be now). What
strategies and weapons did/are you using to fight it? Which strategies are
effective? Which are not?

2. Which one of the five weapons listed in this chapter will be easiest for you to
use? Which one will take more practice?

3. What steps can you take to begin to implement the five weapons into your life?

Talk to God
Scripture Meditation
“Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him.
Your roots will grow down into God’s love
and keep you strong.
And may you have the power to understand,
as all God’s people should,
how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is.”

(Ephesians 3:17-18)
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Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank you for all of the power nuggets that you provide in
vour Word. I am grateful for the way they fuel my everyday life. Today I claim
for my own life your power that lives in me. I know that your love is wide and
long and deep and high. I also know that you can do more in me and through
me than I could ever ask, think, or imagine because of your immeasurable
power (Ephesians 3:20). You are power personified, and you can manifest
that power in any way you choose. This gives me a great sense of assurance
and expectation as I go into the activities of my day under the direction of the
Holy Spirit.

1 thank you for the way you are helping me to internalize your Word. Help
me today to choose to listen to your Word instead of the voice of despair.
Help me to call on you when I am facing spiritual opposition. Remind me to
focus on the power of Christ and to ask for the Holy Spirit’s power when I am
tempted to satisfy my selfish desires. Help me to rely on your Word and to arm

myself with your armor when I face Satan’s schemes.
Thank you for the confidence I can have in your power and in the supply of
the Holy Spirit. Thank you for your provision to supply all of my needs. I trust

in you alone. Amen.

Memorize and Meditate
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=

APPLYING SON POWER TO THE USE OF
YOUR TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE

By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life.
We have received all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself
by means of his marvelous glory and excellence.

—2 Peter 1:3

esus said, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the
JEnd” (Revelation 22:13). Jesus Christ is not only the beginning and the end, but he is also
everything else in between. The apostle Paul said, “For to me, to live is Christ” (Philippians
1:21, NIV) and “Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth” (Colossians 3:2).
We are to live for him, glorify him, and finish the work he has given us to do. So here is my
question for you: Are you actually living your life with this purpose?

The desire of my heart is to have the Sonbursts of Son Power molding my thoughts
and actions. As I reflect on God’s promises and experience the fulfilling of those promises
in my life, my relationship with him can’t help but be deepened. As we soak our minds and
hearts in the truth of his Word, we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to pursue and accom-

plish God’s work not only in this world but for the world to come.

A SONBURST OF REVELATION TO GROW BY: MY DAYS ARE NUMBERED!

Every person on earth is given twenty-four hours each day, with sixty minutes in every
hour. God allows each one of us to choose what we want to do with those minutes and
hours. Psalm 90:12 says, “Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wis-
dom” (NIV). Because of our relationship with our heavenly Father, we can count on him to

give us the wisdom to use our days wisely.
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Psalm 78:39 reveals to us that our lives are “merely mortal, gone like a breath of wind
that never returns.”

As we continue to reflect on this important principle, Job 14:5 reminds us, “You
[God] have decided the length of our lives. You know how many months we will live, and
we are not given a minute longer.” God already knows how many days we have to live on
this earth and nothing you or I do is going to change his plan. What is important is that we
are open to making the most of each and every day, because as we move to the redemption
phase of this Sonburst Romans 13:12 states, “The night is almost gone; the day of salvation

will soon be here” Time is short! Our days are numbered!
The Bible tells us:

So be careful how you live. Don't live like fools, but like those who are wise.
—Ephesians 5:15

Live wisely among those who are not believers, and make the most of every
opportunity.

—Colossians 4:5, emphasis added
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Our relationship with Christ determines where we will live in eternity. Our use of
time, talent, and treasure determines the rewards and position we will have in eternity. The
moment we die our perishable time, talent, and treasure of this world lose their value. If
we have invested them in only things that perish, we will end up with nothing of value in
heaven. If we have invested them in the things close to God’s heart, such as helping to fulfill
the Great Commission and being the hands and feet of Jesus in this world, then we will have

treasure stored for us in heaven.

SON POWER AND TIME

When you think about it, time is the most equalized resource available to us. Some peo-

ple may have more talent, and some may have more treasure, but we all have the same
twenty-four hours in each day. It is natural to look at that time as a resource to be used for
oneself, but as we learn to partner in life with God, we become more sensitive to the Holy
Spirit’s leading in the use of our time to fulfill God’s purposes. The question is: Are you ex-
pecting and allowing God to maximize your time through Son Power? God can use even the

smallest portion of your time to make a difference for his kingdom.

The Bible tells us:

Make the most of every opportunity in these evil days.
—Ephesians 5:16, emphasis added

How can we make the most of every opportunity when it comes to the use of our time? Here

are some questions to ask yourself as you consider the use of your time:

Perspective
* Am I using my time as my own or as a resource entrusted to me by God to be used

wisely for his purposes?

The overall perspective that we have of our time is critical. Our time has been
given to us by God—all of it. As we embrace this important principle, we need to
evaluate how sensitive we are to the Spirit’s direction in our daily lives in using our
time. Are you using your time wisely? Are you using it as a resource to accomplish
God’s purposes? Are you allowing the Holy Spirit to give you wisdom as to the use of
your time?

When our time is infused with Son Power we will find the Holy Spirit giving us

wisdom and discernment as he directs our decisions about how to schedule our time.
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As we continue to follow his leading, we will become sensitive throughout the day as
to where and when God is calling us to change direction and when he is reassuring

us to persevere with our time commitments.

Priorities
o Am I focused on the right goals and objectives when it comes to the use of my

time?

I find that when I ask people about this, they have often never even considered
it! What if you let the Holy Spirit guide you through your time commitments? What
it his supernatural strength and wisdom and discernment allowed you to accomplish
the right things at the right time? What if you allowed him to guide you to actually
give up some of your time commitments? God has the ability to bring things into our
lives that he wants dealt with, and he has the ability to rearrange our schedules, when
we allow the Holy Spirit free access. We often view these types of situations as “inter-

'”

ruptions,” but they are in reality “divine appointments

Dependence on Son Power
o In what ways am I expecting the Holy Spirit to maximize my time by his

provision and protection?

The Holy Spirit is the great provider of strength and wisdom. When you are
feeling overwhelmed, you can depend on the Holy Spirit to help you with your time
management and time commitments.

I have actually found that the Holy Spirit can provide me with more available
time by intervening on my behalf so what I need to do takes less time. I have also
discovered that the Holy Spirit can give divine flashes of insight that reveal steps to be
taken, obstacles to be removed, or resources to be used to make things go faster. The
Holy Spirit can also direct people to come alongside me to take on some of my work
or responsibilities. Finally, the Holy Spirit can orchestrate events and circumstances
that create a favorable environment for accomplishment.

The Holy Spirit can also protect us from distractions that absorb time. He can
expose the thoughts and desires that get us off track and break our concentration on
what God wants us to be doing (see Philippians 3:13-14). He can also guard us from
the schemes of Satan who often uses other people to draw us away from what God
wants us to be doing (see Nehemiah 6:1-16). Finally, the Holy Spirit can protect us

from personal crises that require immediate attention such as health issues, finan-
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cial problems, or relational tensions that ultimately take our attention away from the

things that God wants us to accomplish.

Take time to apply the 4 Rs to the use of your time. As you stay connected to God
(relationship), he will reveal to you his plans and purposes for the use of your time. Reflect
upon his Word and allow the Holy Spirit to redeem your time. As you stay in tune with the
Spirit’s leading, he will keep the current of Son Power moving through you. Look for God to
use your time in a supernatural way as you trust in the Holy Spirit’s intervention in you as

you pursue God’s purposes in the use of your time.

SON POWER AND TALENT

Every person has been given a gift or talent from God (see 1 Corinthians 12:4-11). Some
people may have multiple gifts. The use of talent resembles the use of time in that it can be
spent achieving earthly goals like fame, prestige, pleasure, stuff, money, and power, or it can

be invested in the kingdom of God. Romans 12:6-8 encourages us with these words:

In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well. So if God
has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has given
you. If your gift is serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. If
your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If God
has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a
gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.

Here are several questions to consider as you think about the use of your talent(s):

Identification
» What talent/s has God blessed me with?

This question may not be easy to answer because the things we are good at
often simply seem natural to us. However, God has created each one of us for specific
purposes and consequently he has designed us so that we can accomplish them. If you
are uncertain about the talent or talents God has entrusted to you, ask the Holy Spirit
to show them to you through Scripture and fellow believers. Get involved in doing
things for God’s kingdom by serving others in various ways. As you do, the talents
God has entrusted to you will emerge and become obvious to those around you.

Your talent may surprise you. It may be something that is easily recognized,

such as musical ability or organization or speaking. It might be something less visible,
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such as the ability to be encouraging or to show mercy or the ability to see and help

those in need in basic, practical ways.

Perspective
o In what ways am I embracing my God-given talents and abilities as a resource to be

used for God's plans and purposes?

The abilities that you have been given are designed so that God’s work might
be accomplished and his kingdom expanded. Each one of us has a choice: we can
either use these abilities to accomplish whatever we choose, or we can allow the Holy
Spirit to use these gifts. God-given gifts can accomplish a lot when they are used
naturally, but when we allow the Holy Spirit to permeate those gifts with his power,
supernatural results will occur. Are you willing to allow God to use your gifts to bless

others?

Priorities

* Am I using my talents where God wants me to invest them?

Your talents can and should be used! God is waiting to use you. You may be
busy, you may have responsibilities, you may have little time, but God can and will
still allow you to use your talent for the expansion of his kingdom. Let’s be hon-
est, many of us are using our talents and abilities in the wrong places. Why? Partly
because a need has come before us and we've jumped in without really taking time
to listen to the Spirit’s leading, and partly because we haven’t thought carefully about
where God might best use our talent. Need does not equal involvement. There is
need everywhere! Seek the Holy Spirit’s direction as to where God wants you to be
involved. At the same time, don’t be afraid to take on something that really does need
to be done that you might not seem totally gifted for. God will provide whatever it is
you need to get the job done. Ultimately, ask for the Holy Spirit’s direction and guid-

ance.

Dependence on Son Power
* In what ways am I expecting the Holy Spirit to magnify my talents by his provision

and protection?

The Holy Spirit can provide greater impact through the use of your talents. He

can create opportunities where your abilities will have far greater results than any-
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thing you could imagine. He can also increase your talents for a supernatural effect. I
have also experienced the Holy Spirit orchestrating others to join with me to create a
synergistic outcome.

The Holy Spirit can also protect you from the misuse of your God-given talent.
He can show us when fleshly desires are motivating us to use our abilities in the
pursuit of fame or fortune. He can also make us aware if our ego is manipulating us
to use our giftedness to elevate ourselves while devaluing others. The Holy Spirit can
help us overcome the fear of failure that holds us back from situations that might
stretch our abilities.

Ephesians 3:20 reminds us, “Now all glory to God, who is able, through his
mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or
think” (emphasis added). More than we might ask or think. The Holy Spirit works
within us, infusing our talents with his power, and accomplishing supernatural re-

sults.

Here again, take time to apply the 4 Rs to the use of your talent. As you stay connect-
ed to God (relationship), he will reveal to you his plans and purposes for the use of your
talent. Reflect upon his Word and allow the Holy Spirit to redeem your talent. Allow Son
Power to enable you to use your gift in a supernatural way. Trust the Holy Spirit to provide

opportunities for you to use your talent for God’s kingdom work.

SON POWER AND TRERSURE
The Bible clearly says, “Keep away from anything that might take God’s place in your hearts”

(1 John 5:21). No matter how you define your personal “treasure,” it is important to remem-
ber that these things in and of themselves are not wrong. However, if they take the place of
God in your life, then you have a big problem. As our heart and mind becomes more in tune
with the Holy Spirit, our desire to invest in God’s kingdom should increasingly trump the
desire to keep investing in the perishable things of this world. All that we have been entrust-
ed with needs to come under the direction of God. Son Power can transform us from the
inside so that we will be able to discern the ways in which God wants us to use this treasure.
Treasure is an amazing tool. But it is a tool that can be used for temporary earthly
pleasure or for the imperishable goals of God’s kingdom. I'm quite sure God is not so inter-
ested in how much money we have or don’t have, but rather how much we are willing to give
away. It is not the amount that matters, but the attitude in which the giving is done. God is
more concerned about our spiritual development of faith in him, than he is about the money

or treasure that is given away. The heart holds the real value here.
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As you consider how the Holy Spirit is guiding you to use your treasure, consider

these questions:

Perspective

* What treasure am I willing to invest in the kingdom of God?

The encounter of Jesus with the little boy who was willing to let Jesus have
his lunch of five loaves and two fishes is recorded in all four gospels (see Matthew
14:13-21; Mark 6:31-44; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-14). This is an important story. It
was just lunch. It was just a little boy. It was just five loaves and two fishes. And yet,
Jesus took what that little boy gave him and multiplied it into lunch for a multitude.
Satan would have us keep our resources for ourselves. But this little boy shows us that
in the hands of Jesus our treasure can bless a lot of people. God can multiple anything

that we are willing to give him when it is to be used for his plans and purposes.

Priorities
» What goals and objectives am I currently focused on when it comes to the use of

my treasure?

Possessions require responsibility and care. The more stuff you have, the more
stuff you have to maintain. Honestly, do you have a lot of possessions? Are you com-
mitted to the accumulation of a lot of worldly treasure? To what end? These questions
are not meant to make you feel guilty, but to help you consider the role that your
treasure has in your life. Maybe you have very little. Are you attached to what you
have? Are you sharing it? Are you hospitable? Are you enjoying it in an appropriate
way? These are important considerations to reflect upon as you identify what you are

actually accomplishing with your treasure.

Dependence on Son Power

* In what ways am I expecting the Holy Spirit to help me manage my treasure?

The Holy Spirit can protect the resources you already have. He can reveal areas
where your resources are disappearing or being wasted instead of being used for his
kingdom. The Holy Spirit also has a way of keeping our egos from wanting to buy sta-
tus and favor. Additionally, the Holy Spirit can help guard your heart from greed and
idolatry which ultimately leads to divine judgment and ruin.

The Holy Spirit can also increase your earthly treasure. He can create oppor-
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tunities that result in the addition of more treasure. The Holy Spirit can bless you so
you have a greater return on your investments and efforts. I have also discovered that
through his goodness, the Holy Spirit can shower material blessings upon us without

any involvement on our part.

There are many ways to use treasure. It takes wisdom and discernment to know how
and where and why we are investing our treasure in someone or something. Satan is quick
to try to deceive us when it comes to the use of treasure. We are constantly bombarded with
ways to spend our treasure on ourselves.

It is important that we use the 4 Rs of the Sonburst to keep ourselves on track and
focused. As we stay connected to God (relationship), he will reveal to us his plans and pur-
poses for the use of our treasure. Reflect upon his Word and allow the Holy Spirit to redeem
your treasure. Allow Son Power to enable you to use your treasure in a supernatural way as
the Holy Spirit provides opportunities for your treasure to be invested in God’s plans and
purposes.

Remember when we applied Ephesians 3:20 to the use of our talent? “Now all glory
to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely
more than we might ask or think” (emphasis added). Here again, more than we might ask or
think! The Holy Spirit at work within us, using whatever treasure we have, accomplishing
supernatural results. Son Power working in and through our treasure can accomplish great
things.

Are you willing to ask the Holy Spirit to provide insight and discernment in how you
can best invest your treasure? If you are, he will give you your heart’s desire and will show

you how to use your treasure for God’s glory.

EMPOWERED

These truths shape our priorities and give us direction in how we should invest our time, tal-
ent, and treasure while we are in this world. We can take what we have to heaven if we have
allowed it to be used for the advancement of God’s kingdom. However, this takes thought
and intentionality. Our time, talent, and treasure lose their compounding value the moment
we die and enter eternity. If we are going to invest them wisely, we must converterlate them
while we are able to do so.

Because of our relationship with Jesus Christ, we have learned that we are living in
a world that in its present form is passing away. Everything we can see and touch is in the
process of perishing. However, we have also discovered that through the use of Son Power
we are able to convert perishable time, talent, and treasure of this world into the imperish-

able treasure of the world to come. We will be rewarded if we use this knowledge to govern
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the use of our three Ts accordingly. We can allow the Holy Spirit to empower us as we invest

our time, talent, and treasure in God’s kingdom.

LORD, YOU HAVE MADE ME GLAD!

The psalmist wrote, “For You, Lord, have made me glad through Your work; I will triumph
in the works of Your hands” (Psalm 92:4, NKJV). We must soak our heart in the revelation
that it is the work of God that enables us to live the Christian life. He has qualified us to
share in the inheritance of the saints. He has delivered us from the evil one and his kingdom
of darkness. He has transferred us into the kingdom of his Son where we now live by the law
of faith and the law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus which has delivered us from the law
of sin and death. And through it all, he makes us glad!

All of this is a gift from God to us. When we understand and apply these truths to
our lives, they make us very glad. They also impact our everyday living. As we come under
the power of the Holy Spirit, we live under his control. As we do so, we will not fulfill the
sinful desires of self. The mighty power of God can overcome the influence of the three
amigos Me, Myself, and 1.

This is why, as in the words of the psalmist above, we can say, “I will triumph in the
work of your hands”

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10, NKJV), “for it is God
who works in [us] both to will and to do for His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13, NKJV).
When we unite our hearts in communion with the Holy Spirit, we will be able to bring our
lives into conformance with the will of God by taking proper advantage of his working in us
and our circumstances. He will present the opportunities and provide the path for us as we

follow his revealed will.

SON POWER AT WORK

1. In what ways are you using your time, talent, and treasure to pursue perishing
things?

2. What steps do you need to take to allow God’s Spirit to help you see how you can
use your time, talent, and treasure to accomplish God’s purposes?

3. In what ways is your life becoming more in tune with the Holy Spirit’s leading?
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Talk to God

Scripture Meditation
“For whoever finds me finds life
and receives favor from the Lord.”
(Proverbs 8:35)
Prayer

Heavenly Father, because you are my King, I ask you to give me victories
in my life in the way I use my time, talent, and treasure. I thank you that I have
life in you. What more could a person want? Finding true life and experienc-

ing your favor is beyond anything this world has to offer!

1 ask you to make my life the true aroma of Christ (2 Corinthians 2:14)
to those around me. I give you my heart, and ask you to help me set my mind
on the things above, and not on earthly things (Colossians 3:2). Nothing can

compare with living a life in relationship with you.

Lord, I want to have a heart that is loyal to you, that is desiring to con-
stantly and consistently do your will. Empower me by your Spirit to accom-

plish all that you have for me to do. Amen.

Memorize and Meditate
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CONCLUSION
=

RISE, LET US GO FROM HERE

o, what are you going to do with all that you have read in this book? Are you going to say,
“Wow, that was a great book, I've learned so much about Son Power;,” or are you actually
going to start /iving the Son-powered life?

In John 14:31 Jesus said to his disciples, “Rise, let us go from here” (ESV). Jesus knew
where he was going. He had a plan. He had a purpose. He was on the move. He had work to
accomplish for the kingdom and he had only a short period of time in which to do it.

I believe Jesus is saying to each one of us, “Rise, let us go from here” We are his am-
bassadors to an unbelieving and dying world. We have the good news of Jesus Christ. We
have a role to play in the great story of God. It is time for us to put on the armor of God and
point the way to the cross and eternal life. Now is the time for our opportunity. We read in
the Old Testament, “Thousands upon thousands are waiting in the valley of decision. There
the day of the Lord will soon arrive” (Joel 3:14). We cannot sit by and do nothing. The time
is short. We are God’s workmanship created to do the good works he planned ahead for us
to do (see Ephesians 2:10). The Lord is counting on us to use our time, talent, and treasure
for the advancement of his kingdom and we have been empowered by his Spirit to accom-
plish his purposes.

Eternity is assured for everyone, whether we believe it or not and whether we like it
or not. Eternity is the real world to come and there is nothing temporary or perishing about
it. King David said, “Whom have I in heaven but you [God]? I desire you more than any-
thing on earth” (Psalm 73:25). David realized that in the end his only possession would be
his relationship with God.

In the New Testament, Paul tells us:

For our dying bodies must be transformed into bodies that will never die; our

mortal bodies must be transformed into immortal bodies. Then, when our dy-
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ing bodies have been transformed into bodies that will never die, this Scripture
will be fulfilled: “Death is swallowed up in victory.”
— 1 Corinthians 15:53-54

We get a glimpse of what that may be like when Jesus took a few of his disciples to
a high mountain and was transformed in their very presence: “As the men watched, Jesus’
appearance was changed so that his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white
as light” (Matthew 17:2).

This obviously was a supernatural act; the disciples were amazed. It was divine. It
was supernaturally powered from above. The face of Jesus “shone like the sun.” Prior to this
event, Jesus had said, “Then the righteous will shine like the sun in their Father’s Kingdom.
Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand!” (Matthew 13:43). Perhaps this is a
foreshadowing of what we will be like in heaven. We will shine like the sun, and like the Son!

In the meantime, let’s not be afraid. Let’s live the Son-powered life. Let’s allow God
to use our time, talent, and treasure to make a difference for all eternity. Let’s press forward
toward the goal for which God is calling us in Christ Jesus (see Philippians 3:14).

What are you going to do with the Son Power that God has made available to you?
Are you going to rise, go from here, and live as the Son-powered vessel God wants you to
be? Or are you going to settle for a life of mediocrity and low impact? It is a decision that
only you can make. My prayer is that you will allow the Holy Spirit to infuse all of your life
and that you will make a difference in this world and in the world to come. Because at the
end of our lives, our goal is to hear these words, “Well done, good and faithful servant. You
have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master”
(Matthew 25:21, ESV).
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APPENDIX A
=

BEGIN YOUR RELATIONSHIP
WITH GOD

he key to living your life by KingdomNomics principles is to make sure you have a living
Tand personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Once this relationship is established, the liv-
ing and powerful Word of God can begin to work in your life as you practice the principles
of KingdomNomics.
Let’s take a walk together through a few verses of the Bible to show us how we can be
sure we have the living relationship God wants us to have with Jesus Christ. It is through Je-
sus Christ that life and immortality have been brought to light giving us the option to enjoy

a life now that will echo into eternity.

WHAT JESUS CHRIST DID FOR US
The apostle Paul said,

I passed on to you what was most important and what had also been passed on
to me. Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. He was buried, and
he was raised from the dead on the third day, just as the Scriptures said. He was
seen by Peter and then by the Twelve. After that, he was seen by more than 500
of his followers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died.

—1 Corinthians 15:3-6

This is the gospel. It is of first importance that we understand, accept, believe, and
trust in the fact that Jesus Christ died for our sins and God raised him from the dead on the

third day. The apostle Paul tells us this is the reason Jesus came into the world.

What I say is true, and you should fully accept it: Christ Jesus came into the

125



world to save sinners, of whom I am the worst.
—1 Timothy 1:15, NCV

JESUS CHRIST PROVIDES THE ONLY WRY TO THE FATHER

Jesus answered, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. The only way to the
Father is through me”
—]John 14:6, NCV

“I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and
go out, and find pasture”
—]John 10:9, NIV

| AM ACCEPTED AND OBTAIN RIGHT STANDING WITH GOD:

... When I agree with God that I am a sinner.

I have failed to be what God wants me to be, and I have failed to do what God wants me to
do. Therefore, I qualify as a sinner in the sight of God; I have failed to meet his standard of

righteousness.

For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.

—Romans 3:23

... When I understand that sin, if not paid for, will result in death.

God has made provision for the payment of my sin through his Son, Jesus Christ.

The payment for sin is death. But God gives us the free gift of life forever in
Christ Jesus our Lord.
—Romans 6:23, NCV

My salvation is in the person of Jesus Christ, and it is a free gift to me if I will personally

receive it by faith.

Yet we know that a person is made right with God not by following the law, but
by trusting in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus, that we

might be made right with God because we trusted in Christ. It is not because we

126



followed the law, because no one can be made right with God by following the
law.
—Galatians 2:16, NCV

... When I am made right with God by trusting in Jesus Christ alone for my

salvation.

Eternal life is in Jesus Christ, and it is a free gift given to me by God. I must not trust in my-

self, my good works, behavior, giving, or any other works for my salvation.

This is what God told us: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.
Whoever has the Son has life, but whoever does not have the Son of God does
not have life.

—1John 5:11-12, NCV

Now ...

If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is by believing in your heart that
you are made right with God, and it is by openly declaring your faith that you
are saved.

—Romans 10:9-10

PRAY THIS PRAYER:

Lord Jesus, I confess you are Lord. I believe in my heart you died for my sins, and
that God raised you from the dead. I am trusting in you alone for my salvation, not
my works, behavior, or anything else. By faith, I ask you to be my Lord and Savior. 1
thank you for your gift of eternal life. I invite you, Lord Jesus, into my heart to take
control of how I think, feel, and act. Thank you for doing so. In your name, I pray.

Amen.

GOD'S GUARANTEE

If you sincerely prayed this prayer believing that Jesus Christ is your personal Lord and
Savior, you are now secure in him with the guarantee of going to heaven. The following
verses, along with many others found in the Bible, give us the assurance that our salvation
is a present possession, to be enjoyed now, enabling us to be of service to Jesus Christ in the

time we have remaining in this world.
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God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this;
it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done,
so none of us can boast about it.

—Ephesians 2:8-9

For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that ev-
eryone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.
—John 3:16

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son
shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.
—John 3:36, ESV

So it is with you. When you heard the true teaching—the Good News about your
salvation—you believed in Christ. And in Christ, God put his special mark of
ownership on you by giving you the Holy Spirit that he had promised. That Holy
Spirit is the guarantee that we will receive what God promised for his people
until God gives full freedom to those who are his—to bring praise to God’s glory.
—Ephesians 1:13-14, NCV

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens
the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.
—Revelation 3:20, NIV

“I tell you the truth, those who listen to my message and believe in God who sent
me have eternal life. They will never be condemned for their sins, but they have
already passed from death into life”

—John 5:24

This is wonderful news! Our sin has been paid for on the cross, our salvation is secure, and

we have passed from death to life—a life that now can echo into eternity.
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APPENDIX B
=

SONBURST PERSONAL APPLICATION

hroughout this book, I have used an advanced application of the Sonburst diagram to
Tconnect key verses to an important concept. Here I would like to illustrate how this tool
can be used to study and apply a single verse to your own life situations. Using the 4 Rs of
the Sonburst (Relationship, Revelation, Reflection, and Redemption), we can apply any verse
or passage to our life at any given time. I truly believe that as we read and hear God’s Word,
it is important that we make a decision to apply it to our life and then act on that decision.
As we receive instruction from God’s Word and store those words in our hearts, the Holy
Spirit will make them operative in our life circumstances. Sow God’s Word deep into your

heart and allow Son Power to flow through you.

As you read a verse or passage, consider what it is saying to you by asking these

questions:

Relationship

What is this verse specifically telling me about my relationship with God?

o If there are not specific words, what can I learn about God and his relationship

with me from this verse/passage?
« What does this verse/passage tell me about God’s character?

Revelation

« What does this verse/passage reveal to me about God and/or his will?

« What is this verse/passage revealing to me about Son Power in my life and
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circumstances?

« What new insight or perspective does this verse/passage reveal to me?

Reflection

» What does this verse/passage mean?

« How does what I have discovered in this verse/passage impact my life and the

world around me?

« In what ways is the Holy Spirit challenging, inspiring, correcting, or encouraging

me through this verse/passage?

Redemption
o What should I do with what has been revealed to me?

« What is currently preventing me from acting upon what God has revealed to me?

o What do I need to trust the Holy Spirit for in order for God to work in me or

through me?
A Sonburst of Revelation to Grow By: EPHESTANS 3:20-21
To illustrate, let’s consider Ephesians 3:20-21:
Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us,
to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. Glory to him in the

church and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever and ever! Amen.

Now let’s apply the 4 Rs of relationship, revelation, reflection, and redemption to the

Ephesians 3 passage.
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Relationship: What is this passage specifically telling me about my relationship with God?
I can talk to God about all of my aspirations and dreams. I wouldn’t have a conversa-
tion with a stranger or casual acquaintance about my personal aspirations. My rela-
tionship with God is personal and close and intimate. I can trust him. I can ask him
for assistance and guidance. I can share my frustrations. I can pour out my heart to

him.

Revelation: What new insight or perspective does this verse/passage reveal to me?
God can do anything, and yet, he is choosing to accomplish his work in and through
me. He empowers me. I am in a partnership with him. If T allow him to work through

me, what will be accomplished will be beyond anything that I might dream up.

Reflection: In what ways is the Holy Spirit challenging, inspiring, correcting, or encourage

ing me through this verse/passage?

God is not limited by my circumstances. I am limited, but he is not. His op-

tions, opportunities, and solutions to my current circumstance are infinite. I
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need to consult with him and allow the Holy Spirit to assist me with what I am

currently dealing with.
Redemption: What should I do with what has been revealed to me?

I need to consistently take my situations to God first. I tend to choose my own inad-
equate solutions when I could be experiencing divine intervention in my life. I need
to daily apply God’s Word to my life and trust in the power of it. I do not need to be
overwhelmed, fearful, or anxious. I can move forward each day in the supernatural
power of the Holy Spirit. God will accomplish all that he has set out to do; he is that
kind of Father. He is faithful!

132



APPENDIX C
=

ADDITIONAL POWER NUGGETS

At the Foot of the Cross, Everyone Is the Same

Each person is destined to die once and after that comes judgment, so also
Christ died once for all time as a sacrifice to take away the sins of many people.
He will come again, not to deal with our sins, but to bring salvation to all who
are eagerly waiting for him.

—Hebrews 9:27-28

Someone once said, “At end of the game in chess, both the king and the pawn go into
the same box” As far as this temporary world is concerned, we all end up in the same box at
the end of life. Only a relationship with Jesus Christ makes a difference for what comes after

this life, and it is beyond compare to anything this world can possibly offer.

Experiencing God’s Blessing

For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favor and honor; no
good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless.
—Psalm 84:11, NIV

Our heavenly Father has made it perfectly clear that if we obey him, he will bless us.
He will not withhold his wisdom or peace or power from us as we face whatever life throws
at us. The Lord God is our shield and Son Power enables us to experience his protection and

favor.
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Spend Time in God’s Word!

“Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person who
builds a house on solid rock. Though the rain comes in torrents and the flood-
waters rise and the winds beat against that house, it won’t collapse because it is
built on bedrock. But anyone who hears my teaching and doesn’t obey it is fool-
ish, like a person who builds a house on sand. When the rains and floods come
and the winds beat against that house, it will collapse with a mighty crash.”
—Matthew 7:24-27

Living the Son-powered life requires spending time soaking, sowing, flowing, and
growing in God’s Word. The power nuggets we apply to our life will help determine wheth-
er we will live as a victor or as a victim in this world. They will dramatically influence how
much of our life will echo into eternity in a positive or negative way. They will dictate wheth-

er we will be successful or not in turning today’s opportunities into eternal treasure.
Our Mission Is People

Jesus called out to them, “Come, follow me, and I will show you how to fish for
people!”
—Matthew 4:19

Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and
on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disci-
ples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with
you always, even to the end of the age”

—Matthew 28:18-20

Son Power enables us to be used by God to interact with and relate to people as we
share the incredible message of God’s love. Throughout the gospels of the New Testament,
we see Jesus interacting with people: talking, healing, reaching out, blessing, encouraging,
challenging. As we invest our time, talent, and treasure in people, God is showing them his
character through us. In what ways are you interacting with the people you come in contact

with that shows your mission in life is all about them?
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Each One of Us Is an Ambassador

We are Christ’'s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us.
—2 Corinthians 5:20

As ambassadors for Christ, we have the opportunity to influence and affect change
for our King. We belong to a heavenly country and it is our official responsibility to bring
the presence of that country into the world that we presently live in. Do the people that

you interact with on a regular basis know that you are an ambassador for God?
Converterlating the Perishable into the Imperishable!
Don’t be so concerned about perishable things like food. Spend your energy
seeking the eternal life that the Son of Man can give you. For God the Father

has given me the seal of his approval.
—John 6:27
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The things of this world that we can see and touch are perishable and the things of
heaven (eternity) are imperishable. I believe this concept is illustrated in a beautiful way

through a Sonburst of Revelation.

Our imperishable relationship with God comes from the Son who gives us eternal
life (John 6:27). As we soak our minds on these biblical truths, God reveals to us that we are
working for an imperishable (eternal) prize. In 1 Corinthians 9:25 we read, “All athletes are
disciplined in their training. They do it to win a prize that will fade away, but we do it for an

eternal prize”

Further reflection on this important principle for our lives brings us to 1 John 2:15-17:

Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love the world, you
do not have the love of the Father in you. For the world offers only a craving for
physical pleasure, a craving for everything we see, and pride in our achievements and
possessions. These are not from the Father, but are from this world. And this world

is fading away, along with everything that people crave. But anyone who does what

pleases God will live forever.

We see in these verses a continual contrast between what is perishing and what will

last forever, which leads us to the redemption phase of action found in Matthew 6:19-21,

“Don't store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them,
and where thieves break in and steal. Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and
rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. Wherever your treasure is,

there the desires of your heart will also be”

Are you focusing the use of your time, talent, and treasure on the perishable or the

imperishable?
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APPENDIX D
=

KINGDOMNOMICS DNA

'I'he DNA markers of those who practice the concepts of KingdomNomics differ radically
from those who abide by the “wisdom” promoted by the world system. KingdomNomics
thinkers:

.. focus their lives on the person of Jesus Christ.

.. understand that they have been given a “loaf of time” that is being shortened by a

slice each day.
.. recognize that they live in a time bubble that can pop at any time.
.. embrace their SPECIAL design by God and live for all his purposes.
.. apply the core concepts of soak, sow, and flow to their lives on a daily basis.

.. realize their three Ts—time, talent, and treasure—are resources at risk of being

consumed by perishable goals in this temporary world.

.. discover that they can convert their perishable resources into imperishable

treasure that will echo into eternity.
.. see Christ living in and through them by the work of the Holy Spirit.

.. believe that God works through the grace-giving principles outlined in
2 Corinthians 9, “And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things
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at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work” (v. 8,

NIV).
.. practice giving while they are living.

.. are strategic kingdom investors striving to meet the spiritual, physical, and
material needs of people in the name of Jesus Christ for the purpose of helping to

fulfill the Great Commission.
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